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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m.1 and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS (4).

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

(1) Anzae Day.
(2) General Loon and inscribed Stock

Act Amendment.
(3) Justices Act Amendment.
(4) Mental Treatment Act Amendment.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Hudson, leave of ab-
sence for three weeks granted to MAr. Un-
derwood (Pilbara) on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILL-PERTH MINT ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BHLr-LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Second Reading.
Order of the Day reead for the resumption from

30th October of the debate on the motion
that the Bill be now read a second time, and
the amendment by Hon. W. C. Aagwin, that
1''now" be struck out and the words "this
day six moths" inserted in lieu.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mnantle) [4.40]: In view of the state of the
-finances us disclosed in Saturday's news-
papers, which shows that the Premier's fore-
cast is not likely to be realised, I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comrmittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate; reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.

In Committee of Supply-.
Resumed from the 30th October; Mr.

Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Puhlih Works (Hon. W.
J. George, Minister).

Vote-Public Works and Buildings,
£;115,000:

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George--Murray-Wellington) -[4.45]:- 1
feel that the good sense of the Committee
is such that it is hardly necessary for me
to make any remarks upon the Estimates
of the Public Works Department, because
they are not only miodest in their require-
iments, but their requirements cover a very
wide area.

Mir. Smith.- Give us some information.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will

give what information I can. The total ex-
penditure during last year under the head-
ing Public Works and Buildings was
£ 475,640, made up as follows:-loan
£:331,027, revenue £104,814, property trust
£40,000 less £1, making a total of £475,640.

N~on. P. Collier: It is too much money
for one man to spend.

The MINISTER FOB WORKS: I am glad.
the hon. member rcugnises the huge respon-
sibility that rests upon my shoulders. That
£Z475,640 is subdivided as folows: salaries
£33,077, railway construction £60,329, bar-
hours and rivers £90,042 (the bulk of which
is at Fremantle), roads and bridges £39,689,
Wyndham frezing works (which are pretty
well completed so far as construction is con-
cerned) £149,512, school buildings £23,429,
other buildings £ 63,483, abattoirs, Qalcyards,
etc., £861, and miscellaneous £9,218. The
department has a wide scope of duties to
attend to. I shall deal with one portion of
these duties, which seems to have escaped
notice, namnely, that of maintenance, In ad-
dition to this expenditure from votes the
department expended in the maintenance of
hotels and sundry -repatriation work nearly
£3,000, and £54,000 on works for the Com-
mionwealtlh Government, consisting of the
post office buildings, various defence works,
and the maintenance of Commonwealth
buildings. We also expended £90,000 in con-
netion with the wheat marketing scheme,
as will be noticed from the footnote to the
Estimates. So far ase the buildings whichb
have heen erected in this State for dealing
with the wheat marketing scheme are con-
cerned, I may say that they stand out as
being the cheapest in the Commonwealth.
They have been highly commuended also as
being the best arranged in the Common-
wealth for dealing with the work. On the
Revenue Estimates last year details of the
works were set out in a coliunn headed "(De-
tails," and the total estimated cost of these
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was £E108,963, plus £10,000 for salaries, mak-
ing a total of £118,963. Only £100,000 of
this total was voted, plus £10,000 for sal-
aries. It was thought we should not he able"
to get the whole of the work through, so
we did not ask for all the money we wanted.
The actual expenditure, including salaries,
was £104,615, stowing a balance of £5,385
on the amount voted. We have put down
quite a number of works this yea;, the
total coming to about £11,500, but we
dto not anticipate being able to spend
the whole of the money up to the 30th
June of next year. "We shall make a
good try to do so, and will get all the works
put iii hand, but it is hardly thought we
shall ho able to get through ualers we are
exceptionnlly fortunate this year in putting
our Estimates through so much earlier thtan
was the case last year. With regard to sal-
aries, there has been an amount expended on
public works salaries going over the pre-
vious three years, ranging fromu I116-17
£43,000, 1917-18 £38,000, 1918-19, £03,000,
this year the estimate being £85,000. Row,
members will ask, and rightly so, it is
that with the reduced staff we have
an increased amount on the Estimates this
year. The answer is that for nmany years
the grade increases over £204 and statu-
tory increases up to £204 a year have been
stopped. This year the officers concerned
have received their increases. After going
carefully into the matter we came to the
Conclusion, which previous Governments had
been working up to, that the stoppage of the
iacrenments wos hardly worth while, and that
the amount necessary to give these to the
civil servants was -relatively small compared
with the other burdens on the State. We
also had the knowledge that the cost of liv-
ing bad increased very much indeed , this
having been recognised by the awards of the
Arbitration Court for those who are on
wages, and pressing quite as heavily on the
salaried officers. Consequently, the grade
increases and statutory increases were
given last year. They account for prac-
tically the whole of the increase
marked down for the year that is now
coming on. The details will show that during
1018-17 the goldfields and agricultural water
supplies, combined with the metropolitan
water supply, showed a salary expenditure of
£46,488, whereas the amount expended last
year was £40,482. The estimate for this year,
including these increases, is £41,311. The
total decrease on the three water supplies is
£5,117, As against the £10,000 for salaries ap-
portioned to public works and buildings, and
the £3,200 set down for incidentals, we shall
also receive recoups from the Commonwealth
and other sources to the extent of £5,000.
We are doing work for the Commonwealth
authorities and others on which we have to
employ our own salaried officers, whose sal-
aries are included in tbe £10,000. We shall
receive from the Commonwealth and other
soures commission for the work, and if our
system of book-keeping would allow us to de-
duclt from the total salaries we Pay that

which we receive as commission in return for
the work that our salaried officers have given,
we would be able to reduce that £10,000
by £5,000. Last year we received
from the Commonwealth and the wheat
schemne, etc., as commission for work we did
by means of our salaried officers £6,488.
The expenditure last year en salaries, public
works, goidflelds and agricultural water sup-
plies, front revenue, lean, and property trust,
was £51,429, as compared with the estimate
this year of £53,700. Hon. members may
draw a comparison from the ineerase as shown
last year and the increase shown on the Esti-
mates this year. But the explanation is that
the grade increases were paid for six months
only of last-year, whereas for the year under
review we have to provide for the increase for
the whole twelve months. This makes up a
difference of about £1,000. The Public Works
Department, as is the case with other fic-
partaicats of State, has expqrienced consider-
able difficulty and expense in regard to the
reinstatenient of returned soldiers who, prior
to enlistment, were permanent officers. We
are eudeavouriug to place every returned
soldier in a billet, but so far as the depart-
meats under my control are concerned un-
fortunately, in a sense, a inumber of these
billets have been abolished, as we found them
unnecessary and could carry on the work by
altering the system and doing away with what
we call red tapie and a repetition of work,
which did not result in any good. It has
caused us, therefore, considerable trouble and
pain in doing this in connection with a num.-
ber of our officers, because we have had to
put men out of the service against whom we
have had no complaint as to either their
work or their conduct. We have had to make
room for returned soldiers, and in order to
get that room some temporary officers who
have done satisfactory work during the last
few yenrs have had to make way. There lies
been another instance in connection with the
soldiers returned. Naturally, they do not
expect to receive less salary than when they
went away. It is happening that in quite a
number of' ease,%, in order to put them into
positions, they have had to take the place of
men who have been receiving a less sum
than the soldiers received before they went
away. This baa added to our expense. Be-
tween the 1st July and the 1st September
this year eleven soldiers have returned to the
Public Works Department, drawing salaries
equivalent to £1,956 a year. We were able
to put off, transfer or otherwise dispose of,
six officers drawing salaries totalling £1,132.
We found tlhat in reinstating these soldier
civil servants we would have to keep on some
other officers for a time in order to coach
them arid see that the work did imot fall off
owing to the change.

'Kr. Bocke: Were they permanent officers?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have

taken the temporary and provisional officers
for retirement first, but we have quite a
nmumber of officers returning to the Public
Works Department and to the Water Supply
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Department, and when they do get here I
am afraid we shall have to see what steps we
shall have to take with quite a number of
permanent officers to provide employment
for returning soldiers. It has been clearly
laid down by the utterances of the Premier
and others that the soldiers must be placed
in employment. That being so, if we have
not the holes to put the soldiers in, we shall
have to dig such holes, and possibly the pre-
seat occupants of holes may have to make
way-

laon. P. Collier: flut that is tiot repatria-
tion at all, to put sonmc men off and others
on-.

The MTNTSTER FOR WORKS:, It is
very hard indeed, especially whmen one knows
that the man now in the position has perhaps
heavier obligations thtan the alan for whom
hie has to make room.

Hon. P. Collier: It ought not to be done
at all unless the soldier was in the depart-
muent before.

SThe MINISTER FOR WORKS: The re-
marks -I have made concerning soldiers refer
wholly to soldiers who were int the depart-
ment before the war started, Bo what we
will, however, there is bound to be consider-
able trouble and pain. Recently I had he.
fore moe the case of a man who did his best
to go to the war, who was at Blackboy for
four months, and five of whose sons went to
the war-two of them, I am sorry to say,
have not come back. I have to see what I
can do for that man. To interpret my pre-
sent instructions literally would mean putting
that man out. Hlowever, I an. endeavouring
to find sonic means by which I can do that
which is due to the inan who went to the
wvar and that which is due to the man who
tried to go to the war, and the offspring of
whose loins went to the war. The Under
Secretary writes me that matters have now
reached such a stage that permanent officers
will have to be dealt with in order to make
room for returned soldiers. Jt is a very
serious matter to cope with the aftermath
of a world struggle such as we have had. At
the same time, we must do our best for the
men who went to the war, and we must do
our utnmost to make matters as easy as pos-
sible for those who either were willing to go
or sent their sons. 'Without any idea what-
ever of belittling those officers who went
away, 1. may point out that it is natural tha~t
men who have been away from their work
for two or three or four years should have
lost touch with it. Such mcen have had
posibly a wider outlook in some re-
spects, but when they return to the
narrowed prospect of office work they
require, in a sense, 'coaxing to enable them
to get on; though I1 have no doubt that
eventually they will come along all right.
Hon. menmbers wjill see that this year's votes,
with the exception of £26,500 provided for
road board subsidies, are for ordinary and
necessary services, such as are required for
the nmaintenance of existing buildings, jet-
ties, roads, bridges, and so forth.

Mr. Pickering: The other services are
necessary too..

The MINISTER FOR WO7RKS: That is
all right. .t value the services which have to
be (lone in the country as highly as may be,
but I have had to cut my Estimates in ac-
cordan-ce with the dictates of in inexorable
Treasurer whose pockets are empty. We
have to be prepared, however, for heavy ex-
penditure on maintenance of public build]-
ings. For years before the war the main-
tenance of public buildings has not been
kept uip to the mark. It has been put off
year after year, beehuse of the exigencies of
]aking ends 'meet, or for other reasons
which those who were actuated by them
would no doubt be able to explain if they
"welre here. Our public buildings suffer from
lack of repair, lack of paint, and lack of
general overhaul. The Public Works super-
visors have been instructed to send in regu-
lar reports as to the different buildings. The
full reports are not yet available, otherwise
I should have been in a position to inform
the Committee what amount will have to be
prodided each year in order to put our build-
ings into proper shape. Of the nmount which
has been, listed for Hlarbours and Rivers,
£29,780, no less than £Z11,910 is on account
of Jetties, tramoways, and rolling stock in the
North-West. I wish to impress upon hon.
members, and especially upon newer imi-
hers, that this North-Western expenditure is
going to increase year by year. The jetties
there are exposed to great tidal fluc-
tuations and storms, which have a de-
structive effect upon them, and they are
also subject to the teredo in a n"-
ner that we in the south can hardly
understanid. Experiments have been made in
the treatment of piles for protection against
the teredo, but those experiments have not
proved altogether successful. At Wyndhamn
we have now started a scheme of casinig the
piles with concrete sleeves, which we hope
will give a somewhat longer life to those
jetties. Eventually, however, I believe we
shall have to discard timber entirely for the
construction of jetties in the North-West,
and use reinforced concrete piles. To show
hon. members howv this expenditure is creep-
ing up, let me mention that for the year
191 6-17 North-Western maintenance cost
£5,59 4 , for 1917-I8 £9,328, and for last year
£9,561. Another item on which I wish to
comment is premises rented by the Govern-
meat. Lost year we expended under this
head £3,221, which amount, however, does
not include the premises of the Industries
Assistance Board and the Agricultural Bank
This year the estimate is £2,200, which in-
cludes premises rented in different parts of
the State. As far as I can see, by Christmaie
this year we shall have all the metropolitan
Governmen~t officers housed in Government
buildings, and thus shall save the rent we
have been paying for privately owned pre-
mnises. We have already ended the Public
Service Commissioner's tenancy of rooms in
Surrey Chambers.
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Mr. Munsie: What about the Education
Department

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
to sluift that department by Christmas. They
are now paying £ 550 a year rent, and in
order to obtain an extension of lease the
()overnment have had to agree to an increase
of £2 per week in the rent. We shall not
pay that increased rental one day longer
than can be helped. We have removed the
Agricultural Bank from the A.M.P. Build-
ings, where the bank were paying £2,000 a
year rent, into the old Mines Department
offices in Hay-street. The cost of altering
that building will probably amount to £1,600,
but it is now a building which the Managing
Trustee of the Agricultural Bank, Mr. Pater-
son, considers the finest office in Perth. Bad
we not shifted the Agricultural Bank into
that building, we would have bad to spend
£9400 or £500 in order to make the place fit
f or people to live in. The buildings were
dirty and even filtby, and I do not know how
the officers previously managed to exist in
them. I would not have stabled a respectable
pig in them as they were previously. We
hope that the State Children Department will
be out of their Murray-street offices in a few
weeks, thus saving about £200 per annum.
rent; and we hope Soon to have the Fisheries
and Aborigines Department removed from the
railway building in Beaufort-street for which
they are now paying a rental of £200 per
annum. With regard to the item of £1,275 for
insurance of public buildings, this represents
a payment to the Treasury insurance fund,
being is. per cent. on the capital value of
public, buildings generally. The item tact.
deutals, £3,200, consists of the following,
allowances end travelling expenses £036,
-railway fares £362, allowances and wages on
supervision of Wheat Scheme £846-whieh
will be recouped; postages and telephone
rents £184, minor expenses £700. As regards
the item for subsidies to road boards, the
amount is based on returns received from thb
various boards showing the amount of rates
collected last year. The subsidies vary from
2s. 3d. to 8s. in the pound, according to the
physical conditions of the districts them-
selves. I shall be pleased, as far as lies in
my power, to reply to any questions which
may be asked by hon. members.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [5.14]: In
perusing the Estimates of the Minister for
Works my attention has -bein attracted to the
wide difference between the salaries paid to
the Cilef Engineer for Water Supply and
the Chief Architect, respectively. The salary
is £304 in one instance, and £836 in the
other. it seems to me that the Chief Archi-
tect is entrusted with the administration of
a large department involving very heavy ex-
penciitiire.

The CHAIRMAN: I must draw the hon.
member's attention to the fact that we are
not now dealine with individual items.

Mr. PICKERING: This is one portion of
the Estimates with which I shall be unable
to deal when we are discussing items as no

item is provided. It is an explanation deal-
ing with commissions f or works relating to
this position. There is a question of commis-
sions returned by the Commonwealth to the
State for services rendered by the State, the
control of which services lies with the Chief
Architect.

The Minister for Works: About £5,000 a
year.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister says bie
cannot devote that to any specific purpose,
or subtract from it an amount which would
he eatisfactory to the department. Wlhen
officers are entrusted with large works such
as the supervision of the Geeral Post Office
in Perth, one of the biggest works under-
taken'by tile Commonwealth, and one of con-
siderable credit to the Commonwealth and to
the State, recognition should be given to the
officer concerned for the extra services in-
volved. Although he does not directly con-
trol the Workers' Homes Board, he and
others were responsible for putting the opera-
tions of that board on to a satisfactory basis;
yet the officers comprising that board re-
ceived no extra remuneration f or their ser-
vices.

The Minister f or Works: Arc you arguing
against the water supply engineer?

Mr. PICKERING: -No, I do not wish to
do that, but merely to illustrate that the
other officer should receive a commensurate
return f or his services. There is a slight
decrease in the item of rent for offices, and
I am glad to hear that, at the end of the
year, it will be swept away.

The Minister for Works: This item is al-
most entirely for buildings outside the city.

Mr. PICKERING: There is ai small in-
crease in the road vote. I congratulate the
Minister on this, because it is very urgent
to give everY possible assistance to road
boards throughout the State. In a measure,
they are onle of the main sources of feeding
our railways, and they add very much to the
facilities by providing adequate road accom-
modation. I congratulate the Minister en
having increased the vote for the mainten-
ance of buildings. Anyone with a knowledge
of buildings and of the loss suffered through
neglect to provide sufficient maintenance,
most appreciate the necessity for doing our
utmost in this direction. In this climate,
with its varying temperatures, the exterior
of buildings needs constant attention, and a
longer period than three years should not
elapse if we desire to preserve the utility of
these buildings. One has only to travel over
our railway system to realise the absolute
necessity f or attention being given to the
various puiblic buildings throughout the State.
I regret the Minister -has not seen fit~ to in-
elude provision for the maintenance of
buildings in my electorate, some of which are
in need of immediate attention. There is an
item which I hope the Minister will not for-
get, when he brings down the Lean Esti-
mates, and that is a sum for the provision
of a maternity ward at the Busselton hoes-
pital. This ward is urgently required and
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has received the approval of the Medical
Department, who*- have promised 'to recoin-
-mend it to the favourable consideration of
the Minister.

Hon. W. C. ANCYWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.19):. 1 expected, when the Kin-
ister was introducing his Estimates, that he
would have made a reply, as he promised
to do, in regard to the special information
which he has included in the Estimates, to
show, if possible, how a reduction has been
brought about in the cost of working the
department.

The Minister for Works: I thought I had
the papers in my bag but I find I have for-
gotten them.

Ron. P. Collier: I think you had better
find them.

lHon. W. C. ANOWIN: Instead of having
effected a reduction in the cost of adiniuis-
tration, there has been a considerable increase
since 1915-16. Almost every time the Min-
ister has introduced his Estimates since
then, he has drawn attention to the reduc-
tion mnade in the cost of his department.
[ pointed out doring the general discussion
on the Estimates that the only reduction
made in the Works Department has been due
entirely to a reduction in loan expenditure,
and I still maintain that this is so. If nmem-
hers look at the Estimates, they will find
that no loss than £52,765 is provided for
salaries for theo administration of the de-
partment, It is true the Minister brought
the cost down to £10,000 after various'
charges had been made to loan works and
other departments, which had to recoup the
Works Department for work carried out for
them. The Minister elaborated on that and
pointed out that, in all probability, if he
could charge the amount of commission re-
ceived by the wheat scheme--by the way,
it is an exceedingly large commission-and
the amount of commission which the depart-
nmont were entitled to receive from the Fed-
eral Government, there would be little left of
the £10,000. Looking uip former statement;,
I ifind that the total amount spent from rev-
enue on public works in 1915-16 was
£488,052. This sum is more than was spent
in J918-l9, when the expenditure included
loan, revenue and trust money. In other
words, more was spent from revenue in
1915-16 than was expended from loan, rev-
enue and trust account in 1918-19. One
would have thought, under such conditions,
that the Minister would have effected a
considerable reduction in the administration
of his office. The total amount spent from
revenue on public works - in 1918-J9 was
£104,614, compared with £488,052 in 1916-16.
Therefore, one could reasonably have ex-
pected a reduction in the administrative
costs of the offce.

The Minister for Works: We have not the
number of men.

Hon. ]1% Collier: Then what are you doing
with the money?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Minister, in
his special table, shows that only £E475,640
was spent. last year, whereas in 1915-16 the

expenditure was £1,115,000, which naturally
should bring about a reduction in the per-
centage. The amount expended from rev-
ernue was £488,054, from loan £567,116, and
from Government Property Sales Account
£59,925, a total of £1,115,093. That *as
the amount expended in 191 5-16. The
amount actually paid in connection with
public works administration in 1915-16 was
£E48,291. That was the cost of carrying out
work involving an expenditure of nearly I%/
millions. According tor the Minister, there
has been a large reduction in the depart-
ment and the work has been more economi-
cally carried out, and yet the total amount
estimated for this financial -year is £653,766,
so that there has been an increase of £1.0,0 00.
Tmat represents a very large increase, seeing
that very little money has been expended.

The Minister for Works: You knowv per-
fectly well the water supply is included in
that £53,000.

Hor. W. C. ANOWIN: Very little of it.
The Minister far Works: The whole of

flldhaut's department is in that.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: The salary of the

Unrder Secretary is reduced by one-half and
the engineer for water supply is represented
by a very small amount in comparison with
what it was, but the Minister would have us
believe tlhnt lie has effected a great reduc-
tion. Ile would have us believe that it has
cost the department only £10,000 for admin-
istrative purposes this year. -If the deduc-
tions were made in the same ratio as the
Minster has made them, namely, from loan
%lorks and trust fund, the total amount
expended in .1915-16 was not £10,000 but
£E6,848. This' proves that any saving has
been effected entirely in connection with
loan votes. I admit there has been a savi 'ng
in connection with loan expenditure but, if
the department are not carrying out the
wvork, there should not be the samie number
of officers. If the Government retain the
same number of officers, they arc doing
wrong. The actual cost of administration is
paid from consolidated revenue and, instead
of there being a saving on this item, there
has beeni an increase, which the Minister at-
tributes to the Changed conditionsB, but the
work is costing us more now than it dlid
previously.

Mr. Pickering: The work of supervision!
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am dealing with

the general administration. If some of the
water supply expenses have been included,
others have been strulck out. The position
is that the percentage charged for the carry-
ing out of public works to-day has never
been so high since 1908-09. The cost at
present is 6.954 per cent.

The Minister far Works: The percentages
are absolutely misleading.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: But that is the
only way to strike a comparison. A 'com-
parison cannot be struck on the expenditure,
or by a statement of the expenditure on
works carried nut, unless we COntrA the
figures with those for the previous period.
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The Minister for Works: I should not care
if it wore all one kind of wvork. .

Hon. W. C. AkGIWIN: Ever' since Federa-
tion, the State has been doing Federal work
on a 5 per cent, basis, soi that does not ap-
ply more this year than in other years. The
department did not get the special cent-
mission last year any more than in any other
year since the inauguration of Federation.,

Mr. Smith: Do you think 5 per cent, covers
the cost?

lHon. W. C. ANaWIN: On large jobs it
pays handsomiely, but the work of the Coln-
monwedith includes a lot of small jobs and
5 per cent, would not pay for them. Many
of the works on which the department are
called upon to report are never done but,
wnder existing conditions and with the high
rates of salary ruling, the 5 per cent, basis
must be a very small one for the work done.
The percentage of administrative cost to
work done last year was 6.954. Generally
speakcing, the 5 per cent, paid by the Com-
monwealth does recoup the State. Take the
General Post Office, running into £300,000;
in all probability that will pay the State
handsomely. Taking it on the average it was
considered a few years ago that it would
pay. The Minister stated that in all prob-
ability they *cold have to do away with the
use of wood piles at a very early date. There
is ft lan at Fremantle who has been experi-
menting for many years with a solution which
he claims will kill the teredo. I have seen
some of the timber treated with the solution,
which timber was placed in the water and
kept there for some considerable time,' and
some timber which was also placed in the
wvater without treatment. One was consider-
ably affected by the teredo while the other
was barely touched, It was possible to see
w-here the teredo fiad made a start on the
treated timber and left it, while the other
timber which had not been treated bad been
almost eaten away. One might say in
this regard that the inventor of this solution
is a prophet without honour in his own coun-
try. If he had come from some other part of
the world, from the 'United States for in-
stance, in all probability sonmc use might
have been made of his discovery.-

The Minister for Works: Are you not
aware that we have given Itin every facility
for carrying on his trials?

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, T am aware
that hie has; had assistance from the depart-
ment and T know that his trials have turned
out splendidly, hut the officers of the depart-
ment appear to be afraid to carry out tests
on a large scale.

The Minister for Works: You call at the
office and-I will show you the file.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have seen timber
which has been treated and timber which has
not been treated. The timbers were placed
in the water, side by side, and the difference
in those timbers when they were removed
from the water was wonderful. If when I
was in charge of the Works Department, a
matter of this description had been brought

under my notice I should certainly have
ordered an exhaustive trial to be made.

The Minister for Works: We have made
a trial.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, but not as
complete as it should have been. The timber
that was tatsted in the Fremantle harbour
gave exceedingly satisfactory results, and
those who saw it were struck by the mar-
vellous effect the solution appeared to have
had on the teredo.

The Minister for Works: We supplied the
special timber and a really good test was
made.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: How long ago?
The Minister for Works: About a year

ago.
H~on. W. C. ARGW1IN: The timbers were

taken to NMr. Lane-Poole and hie was very
much struck with the result of the experi-
ments. The solution should also be given
a trial in the North-West to sec whether in
those parts it will have the effect claimed for
it. Thc trials which have been made, while
they have been successful in their way, have
not given the man a fair show. Tests have
been conducted with Oregon as well as with
our own timbers, and pieces of treated and
untreated oregon have been put in the water,
and after being removed, while one was found
to be almost completely eaten away, the other
was barely touched. With regard to the Esti-
mates, we must not be deluded into believing
that because the figures show there is less
expenditure, there has been a saving. The
Works Department is a department which
can show a greater saving than any other
department. If bon. members will look care-
fully into the Estimates they will find that
there is an increase instead of a decrease.
They will see that by comparing the figures
of 1915-16 with the Estimates which are
before the Committee.

The Minister for Works: We are. going
on the same lines as those which you fol-
lowed.

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: That is what I am
trying to show, but the Minister claims to
have done much better. I say lie has not
done so. Owing to the decrease in loan ex-
penditure there has been a decrease in the
number of officers whose salaries have been
paid from loan. The Minister ha" been comn-
pelled again to keep his expenditure as
low as possible. Public buildings however
must have attention. I notice that no pro-
vision is made for subsidies to municipalities.
I think for the first time the Property Trust
Account has been exceeded. in other words,
we have an estimate of the money the Minis-
ter expets to receive instead of the money
he has received. This is the first time such
a thing has been done. The Minister is
going to take good care, should another Gov-
ernment be in power next year, that they
will not have a Property Trust Account to
work on. I have nothing more to say. I
only regret that the Minister hat not a few
hundred thousand pounds to spend from Con-
solidated Revenue.
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Mfr. MONEY (Bunbury) [5.38]: 1 quite
agree with what the memiber for North-Efat
Fremantle (MIr. Angwin) said in referenco,
to the method of displaying these Estimates.
It is noticed] that the salaries are given for
the past four years, but only one year's ex-
pendituire is given, that is, last year.

The Minister for Works: There is nothing
behind that.

MTr. MON E Y: I a"' not insinuating that
there is anything behind it, but whatever
those figures are, whether they be for four,
five, or six years, it is the greatest test that
can he shown to the House as to whether
the methods are economiical or practical. We
know that thg commission paid to an archli-
tect for the construction of a house is five
per cent., and I. think in futuire it would be
a better guide to thle Comminittee if we could
hare these Estimates displayed in such a
way that we could see whether or not the
Public Works Department is being carried
on enl economical lines as is claimed. It
would certainly be vecry useful if we could
see the amount that is expended in material
and labour, and also what was expended for
salaries, administration anti travelling ex-
penses. I amn under the impression that a
considerable saving can he effected in this
and many other departments by a scheme of
decentralisntion. Much expenditure in time
and money arises from the enormous dis-
tances that have to be traversed.

lifon. W. C. Angwin: There are inspectors
inl thle distant places.

,%r. AMONTY: Not to thle extent that we
shouold like to see. I ami quite satisfied that
a system of decentralisation would be advan-
tageous to the department generally. I stress
again the necessity in connection with future
Estimates for showing the percentages.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J . Ceorge-Mn~frray-Wellington-in reply)
[5.401: 1 ant sorry the table appears in the
Estimtates. I wrill take care that it is not
Shown. next year. It seems to me to have
offended lion. nmnmbers. The Under Secretary
for Works prepared it, not with the idea of
putting it in the Estimates, but because I
asked him to let mie have some information
for the Governent. He asked inc whether
it would matter if lie put the information in
.the Estimates, and I replied that I did not
care how mnuch information he gave. T do
not question the sincerity or motive of the
-memiber for North-East Frenmantle (Mrt.
Angwia), but hie is wrong. The only way
in which we can arrive ait a true percentage
rate is to dissect the new works entirely
train inwintonance. Last year was an ex-
ceptionally heavy one for replacements in
connection with public' buildings. All our
buildings have been neglected for years. T
am not alluding to the neglect on the part
of any particular Government, but as I said
iii my opening remarks, to put tliese build-
ings into proper order will be a very big
itemn indeed. Some of the buildings have
never had a coat of paint for .90 years and

some or the public offices which have been
dealt with have never event had the walls
kalsominied or wvhite-wasmed or even cleansed
since the time they were built The bon.
nmeiber has quoted some figures, to which I
cannot reply at the moment. I ant sure,
however, that he is sincere though wrong
in his deductions. At the seine time it umust
be remembered that there has been an
amal1gamation of the Water Supply Depart-
nent with the Public. Works Department.

Until tlds amalgamiation took place the
Public Works Department for some years
had had nothing to do with the goldfields,
agricultural, or metropolitan wvater supplies.
Now it controls thenm again, and the Under
Secretary for Works, Mr. Munt, who draws
£650 a, year, has taken thle place of himself
and Mr. Trethowan, whlo was Uinder Secre-
tary of 'Water Supply at a similar salary.
Then again. there has been an anialgamiation
of the accounts branches, There are 76
fewer offiers to-dlay that] there were two,
years ago in the Public Works and Water-
Supply Departmients. I cannot tell hon.
inembers front mtemory tile exact number, but
the fact remaifins that that is so, and the,
salaries of those officers who are no longer
there have not been distributed amiongst the
officers who are remaining. I am sorry r
have not the papers with tine. 1. should have
brought themi but -for the fact that I was
imol. aware these Estimates would come on
to-day. I could have showir lion, members
u-here the savings were effected. However,
we now have 26 officers iii the wooden build-
ig at the foot of these grounds, doing ac-
counts work, which 53 officers did beore, and
those 26 officers nre nuot drawing the salaries
of thle men who were previously engaged.
There call be noG question that there has been
a reduction. T have done "-hat anyone oc-
cupyiag9 my position Would hhnve done, that
is, nut out superfluous work, and wherec the
dunties could be re-allocated, that hals been
done. 'We have had officers who were as cats
not catching umice, hut we have adopted
newer mnethodis and iiiadle economies accord-
in gly.

Reon. W. C. Amgwin: You have been able
to show a reduction iii loan expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Unless
sonic1 Means are founld for giving me money
fromt loan expenditure soon, I shall have to
seriously consider tlme entire disbandment of
the Public Works Departmncht, except sule4
portion of it as is necessary for maintenance.

Iamn sorry the lion. nihber should sem to
think that Mr. Hfaddy has not had full con-
sideration. I offered Mr. 1-addy a stum of
mo11ney to prepare a certain quantity of tiln-
ber, but for saute reason or amiother lie has
nlot availed himself of thme offer.- However,
we have supplied him with sonlic special
pieces of timber for tireatint. There is no
attempt an the part of the department to
shroud the value of any discovery by Mr.
Haddy or anybody else. Another Fremantle
wain wrote mie only this week, announcing
that he has a iueans of treating piles against
terade. I have made arrangements to mueet
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bin, next week. If there is anything good in
his iliscoveiy, I will take care that hie is fully
pi-otected before hie makes public his process.
Tile member for Sussci drewr attention to anl
apparent anomaly between the chief engineer
of 'Voter Supply artd tile prinipal architect,
The holl. niember should be a better judge
than, . of the proper salary of the principal
ni-chitect. However, I ny tell him that thle
ilercase ill regard to AMr. O'Brien camne

about iii this wvay; thle goldlfields water sup-
ply3 having been anialgamated with, the sup-
ply of thc agricultur-al areas iii order that
the whole might be administered by one en-
ginem and( one staff instead of two; the value
of the position was appi-aised by the Public
Service Coummissioner, advertisements were
publlishied, anid applications adjudged. That
is w-by that increase appears there, M1Vr.
O1lham is no longer in the department. As
for the Pi-incipal Architect, lie hans his statu-
tory increase, the same as other officers.

H-on. P. Collier: But architectural work,
of course, cannot be compared with engin-
ceriug work,

The MINIJSTER FOR WORKS: The re-
spousibility onl the engineer of the goldfields
water supply, not merely for the life of the
main, but also for the lives of the people on
the goldfields, is a very serious matter in-
deedl, and although in certain respects it
canit compale with thle artistic wonrk of anl
aichitect, the burden of responsibility is
greater- and continuous.

]fiil. W. C. Angwvin: Then the water sup-
pilies of the agricultural areas and of the
gotlfields have been amalgamated?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Oldham, and. 'Mr. Hiekaon have both
gone, and] Mr. 0O'Brien, is administering thle
amailga ..a ted scheme.

Item, Under Secr-etary for Public Works
anid Tr-ading Coucerns, anid for Water Sup-
ply, Sewerage, and Drainage, £472:

-Mr. LIJTEY: I should like to know what
steps have been taken to provide a supply of
pipes, and whether those pipes call be fur-
nishied by the State Tmplemnt Works?

The MINIST.ER1 FOR WORKS: I tunder-
stand that 500 tons of pig iron have left
Newcastle for this State. I have not beens
able to get anl oumnce of pig iron for the
State imipleiment Works, bitt T am going to
ti-v to get sonic froin the Railway Depart-
niemit. We intend to miake upl the pipes that
will shortly be required. The lbon, member
ne-ed not be afraid of a shortage of water
onl tile new find, because Mr. O'Brien assures
inc that the supply call be easily dealt with,

Mi-, JONES: I should like the 'Minister to
explan these grade rises and tell us why
tile loder Secretary of Public Works, one
of thne finest public servants we have, w-ho is
controlling a highly responsible work, re-
ceives only £22, while other officers receive
incrleases of £100 and over?

The MINISTER POR WORKS: This
officer got part of it last year and the bal-
al~e this year.

Mr. Jones: Even then hie is not getting
£672. SOlle Other Officers have risen to £,800.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wlien
Mr. Munt became Under Secretary for Pub-
lic Works and( Water Supply his salary was
raised fromi £600 to £650, that being the
sallarv of Mr. Tretlowan, tile then Unider
Secretary of' Water Supply, Whose Position
was abolished. Had it not been for that,
Mvkr. Mount's salary would have been, increased
from £600 to £636, and in the following year
lie wouldl have got another £36, bringing him
to £672. In the one £E50 rise he had a grade
inciense aiti part of another. The increase
sh~owni this year brings him into line withL
other officers.

Mr. SI.[T]{: Is it not false economy to
load upl a competent officer like 'Mr. Munt9
Hie is Under Secretary for Public Works,
Under Secretary for Water Supply, and
Undter Secretary for Trading Concerns, Onl
top) of which lie hane been appointed a mein.-
ber of a commission to inquire into the
grievances of public servants. This method
of loading a willing horse is to be entirely
(deprecate(]. Does the Minister propose to
ctontinue thle system, or would it not be
better to split upl the work among two or
three good mien?

The MINTSTER FOR, WORKS: . apprec-
ciate the lion. icnimPs symlpathy With thle
Ulnder- Secretary for Public Works. I dto not
think the officer is unduly worked, but T
know lie hans plenty of responsibility. The
work of thle under secretary in looking after
the inner administration of the departm~enit
lis not, so far as I know, beens found to be

beyond his capacity.
Mr. 0 'tghlen: This under secretasy has

not then responsibility of some of the others.
The iVUNVSTI,-R FOR WORKS: Possibly

not.
Mr. O'toghlen: Because you take tile

bulk of it yourself.
'Phe MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, hot

T have a good man and I appreciate him.
In regard to the water supply of the mectro-
politan area, we have a v-cry efficient officer
in Mr. Haywood, who is in the same posi-
tion as Mr. Munt. His work is being very
wel 11 c-ried out.

Mr. Sm~ith : Then -Mr. Munt is only an
ornamuent?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, hie
is itot, but we wvould not have been in the
position we ale in to-day in regard to the
water supply of the metropolitan area but
for Mr-. Hlaywood and the yiew system. We
have a larger amount of money collected at
presenit than for inany years past.

Ali-. Smnith: By sending out accounts for
one penny

The MINISTER FOR WOR-KS: No, there
was a time wlhen such accounts were sent
out, hut the people who dlid that have been
sacked, For over 18 months not a single ac-
count for less than sixpence has been, sent out.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Under Secre-
tary for Public Works is a good officer but
I am afraid lie is being over-worked, He
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is Under Secretary for State brick works,
State sawmills, and metropolitan water sup-
ply, agricultural areas water supply and
other water supplies such as Northam, Goo-
mnalling, Dowerin, Kittanning, Wagin, oe.,
and for the goldfields water supply. He
looks after the Public Works Department
and is now appointed a Public Service Com-
missioner.

lion. P. COLLIER: It is pleasing to know
that in the Public Works Department therd
are such excellent and competent officers,
but there is a possibility of over-working the
willing horse. Mr. Must is a first-class
officer, but he must be over-worked. The
position of Under Secretary for Works and
Water Supply was previously held by two
officers. Mr. Munt has now been appointed
one of the Commissioners tinder the Rights
in Water and Irrigation Act. He has also
been appointed a member of the board to
deal with the civil service.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
that will take much of his time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If officers are over-
worked, there must be a decrease in their
efficiency in the positions to which they wVere
originally appointed. If the work in con-
nection with the public service board is
done thoroughly, it must occupy a great deal
of Mr. Munt's time. There is a danger that
the Minister will work his willing Officers too
hard.

Item, Chief Engineer, Water Supply,
£804:

Mr. WTLLCOOX: What has Mr. O'Brien
done in connection with the Geraldton water
supply I The departmental officers have
travelled all over the country in the district
in search of a water supply, but so far have
not reported any success.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I should like to know
what is being done with regard to the liar-
rogin water supply. Narrogin is the only
town of that size in the State that is with-'out a water supply. -None of the schemes
put forward by the engineers has yet been
carried into effect.

Mr. MiUNSIE: I wish to refer to the at-
titude of the Public Works Department in
regard to the employment of returned sol-
diers. Of course no man who was employed
in the department prior to his enlistment
should be debarred from going back to his
position on his return. I know of a case,
however, in which a man after 18 years in
the Water Supply Department has been dis-
missed to make room for a returned soldier,
who was not in the department at the time
hie enlisted. The officer I speak of has been
an inspector, but has now received notice
that although there is no fault to find with
his work he will have to go. He is now
52 years of age and was too old to go to the
Front himself. I have heard of other in-
stances of this kind. I favour assistance
being rendered to repatriate our returned
soldiers, but I say this is not repatriation:
it is an injustice to the man in question.

The Minister for Works: I will get all
the information upon the subject and let
the hion. nmember know.

Sittivg suspenided from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
menmber for Oeraldton referred to the Ger-
aldton water supply, which has been a sore
subject to Government after Government. it
is especially sore just now, owing to the
failure of the Duller River seheme. Mr.
O'Brien has given a great deal of attentioin
to the matter, and naturally he wants to be
perfectly satisfied before he recommends
the expenditure of further money on that
scheme. The matter is receiving the closest
attention. The member for Williams-Narro.
ginl inquired about a wvater supply for Narro-
gin. The Railway Department have been
searching for a supply there, and have
found one; and thle Government think it wel
to inquire whether that supply would meet
the requirements not only of the department
but also of the town of Narrogin. Next
week I hope to be in a position to give full
information on that subject. With the re-
marks of the member for Menzies regarding
returned soldiers, I think the whole Com-
mittee will agree. I shall have full inquiries
made regarding the case of Mr. Austin, who
worked under me in the early days of the
Perth Water Supply, from 1800 to 1894.
If hion. members knowing of similar ciases
will communicate with me, I will give them
full consideration.

Item, Principal Architect, £E686:
Mr. PICKERING! I do not-wish it to be

thought that I am unfairly comparing the
Position of the Chief Engineer for Water
Supply with that of the Chief Architect. I
merely wish to point Out that the Chief Ar-
chitect is entirely responsible for thle work
Of hlis department, and that he has much the
greater responsibility. Therefore I should
be glad if the Minister could see his way
to increase the Chief Architect's remunmera.
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
not a matter within the power of any Min-
ister. All these salaries are under the
Public Service Act, fixed by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, who is the sole arbiter,
though no doubt the representations of Min-
isters would be fully considered by him. I
hope that, as times ge-t better, we sall beable to give the Chief Archtect a larger
staff, when his Position would be a more
important one and would warrant a higher
salary.

Item, Salaries and allowances, £16,923:
Mr. JOHNSTON: What is the present

Position as regards the lands resumption
o fficer? Thle permanent holder of the post
has been transferred to the Wheat Scheme
for the last four or five years, during which
Period another officer has been performing
the duties of land purchase officer at a much
lower salary. In the circumstances, the
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Government ought to make the acting land
purchase officer a special allowance, In
fact, he should be paid the same salary as
his predecessor. If an official seeks promo-
tion by entering the service of the Wheat
Scheme, he should not expect to have an-
other position held open for him for four
or five years.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was no in-
tention of appointing the land resumption
officer, A-r. Hall, permanently to the Wheat
Scheme. A promise was made by Mr.
Hughes to the wheat buyers that if they as-
sisted the Government in handling the
wheat, they would be permitted to return
to their normal conditions of trading so soon
as the war was over; and that promise was
endorsed by the State Governments. How-
ever, the Governments sucked the brains of
the wheat buyers and then turned those buy-
ers adrift. Mr. Hall was only lent to the
Wheat Scheme; but the wheat pool has now
lasted for year;, and apparently the inten-
tion is that the pooi shall become- a per-
manent institution. Mr. O'Neill, who is act-
ig as land resumption office;, is a good
officer; and I observe he is down for £300
this year. Mr. Hall received £E408 a year as
land resumption officer.

The Minister for Works: I think Mr.
O'Neill gets more than £300.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:, The Estimates do
not show that hie gets any more. If Mr.
Hall is to remain permanently with the
Wheat Scheme, it is only fair that Mr.
O'Neill should be permanently appointed
land resumption ufficer, in which capacity
ho has acted very ably for four years.

The Minister for Works: Mr. O'Neill has
done very good work.

Hon. W . C. ANOWIW: An officer in Mr.
O'Neill's present position is adversely
affected niot only as regards immediate sal-
ary, but also as regards retiring allowance.

The MINISTER POR WOREKS: I cannot
speak definitely as to the salary Mr. O'Neill
is receiving, but I am under the impression
that it is £350. II am perfectly satisfied
with his work. He looks after the interests
of tile State so well that I fear the Public
Works Department must be regarded by
land owners as an association of Jews. Mr.
O 'Neill does not pay a penny more than he
can help. He has also done very good work
in connection with the rearrangement of.
Government office accommodation, and it is
my intention to recommend him for a bebIUS
on the completion of that wrork. His merits
have not been overlooked, as I
have minuted the Public Service Com-
missioner several times on the subject.
I not only minuted it, but spoke to him
through the telephone when Mr. O'Neil] was
present. I took the same stand as the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle that Mr. Hall,
having been so many years with the wheat
scheme, should either return to the Works
Department or he declared off the staff, and
then the men who has been doing the work
could be appointed. I do not quite under-
stand the attitude of the Public Service

Conmnissioner. There seenm to be some lions
in thle path which I cannot knock out of the
way but, during the next week or two, I ex-
pec-t to be able to deal with Mr. O'Neill's
case and then members can say whether they
are satisfied.

Mr. SMITH: What is the trouble with the
Public Service Commissioner?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member can-
not discuss the Public Service Commissioner
under this item.

Mr. SMITH: I am discussing this officer.
It is nut at all satisfactory that special
arrangements should be made.

Mir. Hudson: There are extraordinary cir-
camstauces.

Mr. SMITH: The Minister says he has
made recommendations and it is extraordin-
ary if his recommendations can be ignored
by the Public Service Commissioner.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
ignored."I

Honz. P. Collier: As a matter of fact, it
was improper to make a recommendation.

Mr. SMITH: I should like to know the
difficulties so that we might help the Mints-
ter.

Hon. P, Cornier:. There are very few diffi-
culties the Minister for Works could not
get over.

Mr. SMITH: Apparently he cannot get
over the difficulties in regard to Mr.
O'Neill's p)asition. Will not he take us
into his confidence? It is must unfair that
a deserving officer should be kept on the
innmurn salary because of some imaginary

difficulties.
Mr. Hudson: What is drawing your imag-

ination?
Mr. SMITH: I am referring only to what

the Minister and the member for North-East
Fremantle have told us.

Mr. Hundson: You are labouring a diffi-
culty that does not exist.

Mr. SMITH: It does exist. This officer is
doing work in excess of what he is paid for.

Mr. Hudson: You forget there has been
a war.

Mr. SMITH: That has not affected other
officers. This officer seems to have been
singled nt.

The Minister for Works: He is occopying
the position temporarily.

Mr. SMITH: He seems to be a permanent
temporary officer.

Itemi, Maintenance Perth-Fremantlc-rond,
£C1,500:

Mr. JOHNSTON: Although £1,500 is pro-
vided for the maintenance of the Perth-Pro-
mantle-road, only £2,800 is provided speci-
ally for roads in Western Australia. Of that
anmount £2,200 is for roads in the metropoli-
tan, area. For the main road to the Caves
£600 is voted, which seems to be a very pro-
per expenditure, but I cannot understand why
the wealthy ratepayers of the metropolitan
area should draw on the public purse year
after year to have their -roads kept in order,
while the people ini the outback parts of the
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State have to maintain their own roads. We
have heard a good deal about the Perth-
Fremantle-road. The Government had to
rebuild it.

The Minister for Works: At a cost of
£26,000.

Mr. JOHNSTON: And there has been no
desire to repay that a~mount as I understand
the local authorities at the time agreed to do.
To test the feeling of the Committee on the
principle whether the people in the districts
between Perth ad Fremantle should main-
tain their own roads or continue to sponge
on the general taxpayer as they are doing, I
move an amendmnet-

That the item he reduced by £1,499.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If this item is

knocked out, there is an amount of £15,000
later in the Estimates for country roads dis-
tricts which the member for WilliamsKNarro-
gin must agree to knock out also.

Mr. Johnston: The metropolitan road
boards come into that as well.

Ron. W. 0. ANOWIN: No, they do not
get a sixpenic out of it. Then there is a
general vote on the Loan Estimate;, some-
times of £15,000 to £20,000, which the Coun-
try road districts also share.

Mr. Johnston: These are sthree special
grants.

Hon. W. C. AN'GWIN: If the lhon, member
votes to knock out one he must vote to knock
out the other as well.

The CHAIRMAN: We have already passed
the other item, roads and bridges throughout
the State including subsidies to road boards,
E26,500.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: That item is f or
subsidies to road boards. -There is another
item of £1.5,000 later on. The total of all
the items provided amounts to £40,000 or
£50,000 to assist roads thronghiout the coun-
try.

Mr. Hudson: You have to justify this
expenditure on the Pertb-Fremantle-road.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- With the passage
of the Traffic Bill, no doubt the Minister will
be able to spend money which otherwise he
could not have spent. It is impossible for
the local authorities to keep the Perth-Fme-
mantle-road in order. The bulk of the traffic
comes from Perth and Fremantle, and the
road can be kept in proper repair only by
the Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I suppose
this is one of the little jokes of the
member for Williams-Narrogin. Hle must
realise that 'we cannot have gone on
for four months of the financial year
without having spent some of this money.
The Perth-lrreniantle road east the Govern-
mnent £26,0300 some years aLgo anti we tried
to mtake arrangements to get that money Te-
pnidl, but unsuccessfully. The local authori-
ties are absolutely determined and obstinate.
They will allow the road to be worn down
to the sand and to become dangerous and
will not do anything. No Government could
have allowed that road to go to pieces. We

do not spend any money on the Maintenance
of, the 2w,4 wiles of road along Mount's Bay
in the Perth city council amen, nor do we
spend one penny for repairs at Premautle.
The le£,500 is spent to keep in order that
p~ortionl o. the road between North Fremantle
1o about I'edlaads. if it is possible to bring
in a Main Roads Bill next year, we shall have
to consider the question of main roads as
being almost of as much importance as rail-
ways. The roads of the State will have to
be dealt with in a comprehensive wvay. We
shall have to convince tho different local au-
thorities that they must do something and
mus11t not permit the roads to go to pieces.
Unless traffic is made easy and comfortable
by the provision of good roads, we shall not
get the developmnt we should have. The
city of Perth really ought to pay 45 per cent.
of the £1,500, and Fremantle about 17 per
cent. That would leave 38 per cent, to be
divided among the local authiorities; but
could we put that expense upon thiem' when
the hulk of 06& traffic originates iii Perth
and Fremantle and is passing fromn Perth
to Fremantle and from Fremantle to Perthl
That is one of the main arguments. Tile
Perth city council are fighting against the
pooling of the license fees, because they have
been receiving license fees front vehicles
which have been tearing up the roads, and
not spending a cent to repair the roads
that are being knocked out. They are en-
deavouring to get members of another place
to alter the Traffic Bill. Swan-street, North
Frmaintle, for which £1,700 is provided for
reconstruction, represents a bare act of jus-
tice. That rad was torn to pieces by Gov-
ei ument tratlic, both State and Comtmon-
wyealth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This road was
constructed out of 1lan motney. The North
Frenmantle authorities borrowed the money,
and the ratepayers are paying loan rates for
the making of. that road. Just_-tfter the
road was completed the Government resumed
all the land hot did not resume the road,
which is sow of no use to the district, It is
mercly a right-of-way to the Fremiantle har-
bour, the Government abattoirs, and the Coy-
erment stores. No one else uses it.

Amendment put and negatived.
Item, Fremantle-road bridge - lighting,

miaintenanco, etc., £1,980:
MNr. SMITH: This item shows ain increase

from £421 to £1,980. Will the Mfinister ex-
plain why the increase is so large? If we
are to be saddled with such heavy expendi-
ture for innintenancee it might be advisable
to build a new bridge.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bridge has been in uise for many Years. Wear
and tear has affected its safety; conse-
quently it is necessary to provide a sumn
which will make the bridge sate for the
trams and for the heavy vehicular traffic.
There is a lot of re-decking to he dlone, and
portionk of the nder-structurel has to be re-
placed and there is also seine nervousness in
regard to the piles. There will not bie one
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penny spent on that bridge which can be
avoided.

Item, Perth Causeway, lighting and main-
tenance, £800:

Mr. SMITH: I understand that in this
instance the local authorities have thrown
the mnaintenance of the Causeway on the.
Governuicut. What is the policy of the Gov-
er-nment in regard to the Causeway? If this
bridge is to cost the State a large sum of
money every year it might be better for the
Government to take the matter in hand end
.make a thorough job of it. If the £800O were
eapitalised, about £16,000 would be obtained,
and something could be done. At the present
time the Causeway is a deathtrap; it is quite
unsafe.

The Mlinister for Works' Oh, no.
Mr. SMITH: How many accidents have

occurred there during the last few years?
More people have been killed on the Cause-
way than on all the other roads put together.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
nothing unsafe about the Causeway. If men
and women are not prepared to take ordin-
ary precautions for their own safety, why
blame an unfortunate bridge like the Cause-
way? If the member for North Perth can.
find £402000 I promise him I will put a new
bridge across there. The majority of people
who use that bridge are satisfied. Of course
we would like it much wider, but we cannot
afford to pay for the widening.

Item, Dredging plant not in use--depre-
ciation. and maintenance, £900:

Mr. SMITH: Last year £208 was spent
on this vote. The plant is still out of use
and this year it is going to cost £900. Would
i., not be better to sell the plant or put a
plug of dynamite into it? Better still, it
might be advisable to pot the plant into use.

The MINISTBR FOB WORKS: We have
a lot of dredging plant which has to be
looked after. A caretaker is employed and
he has to be paid. If we did not have a
caretaker peule would go on board the plant
and take away many things. At one time
they took all the brass fromi the dredges and
it cost the State £130 to replace that brass.
Moreover, the money is to be spent in re-
pmairing the dredging parts which arc worn
out, particularly the buckets which have to
be re-plated and re-steeled.

Item, Fremantle foreshoro repairs, £250:
Mr. ROCKE: This item and the succeed-

ing item, which provides £E3,500 for Fremantle
sea wall and esplanade, might be taken to-
gether. The Minister yesterday saw one por-
tion of the road which had to he constructed
by the municipality, which road had been
entirely washed away. It is not possible for
the municipality to remake that road until
the breakwater is complete.

The Minister fur Works: You are quite
aware that the work is to be started in a
few days.

Mr. ROCK"E: The sum of £ 250 will not cover
the cost of the breakwater in front of that road.

In connection with a similar problem in N(
Zealand it was necessary to build a wall
concrete blocks, the lighitest of which weighi
15 tons. I hope to see more money ape
than is provided ia the Estimates, so as
make a complete job.

Mr. LAMBEJRT: This is not an oppi
tune time to indulge in expenditure of tI
description without adequaate expianatii
being given.

The Minister for Works: The mayor ni
couneillors of F'remanntle got all the explan
tion necessary yesterday and were quite so
isfied with it. 1 do not know why the mcmb
for South Fremntle raised the question t
dlay.

Mr. LAMBER-T: That is no reason why v
should allow the Estimates to go through wit
out asking questions.

The Minister for Works: Do you obje
to the expenditure?

Mr. LAM1BRRT: Members of the Gemmi
tee should know whether this expenditure
absolutely essential. There are many oth
avenues for spending money, avenues whhi
will have the effect of developing the cow
try. The Minister should give us some a;
planation. Without it the expenditure seen
to mte unnecessary.

Ile MINISTER FOR WORKS- Althouj
£3,500 is here set down for the work, prol
ably only £750 of it will be expended th
summer, because the Treasurjer is not able 1
find me any more. That amount, it is est
mated, will make the place quite safe nt
the approach of next winter, when it is-hopt
to continue the work. The reasoa why t1
repairs are necessary is because the sea hi
done a lot of da-mage, washed away the pani
pet and the street and undermined the ral
way.

Ren. W. C. ANGWTN: The statement b
the Minister that while £3,500 is provided o
the Estimates it. is intended to spend oni
£750 is illuminating. If the Estimates ha-,
been prepared on this principle right throug]
it seems likely that we shall wipe out or
deficit.

The Minister for Works: No, nothingc
the kind.

Hon, W. C. ANOWLN: The Minister en)
that not more than £750 will be expends
until the beginning of next winter. If tt
vote is not expended by the 30th June ney
yenar, it must lapse. I admit that the wor
is really necessary. The sea wall is real]
only a temporary affair not capable of ni
sisting the waves. If the Minister can rer
der the wall more enduring it will be mone
well spent.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Is this the esplariad
ton which the member for Fremantle is dc
nied the right of free speech V

MPNr. Lambert: No, they are extendin
it so as to make more room for free speaken

Mr. JOHNSTON: It seems an anomal
that the Government should provide th
money for repairing the embankment an
the ground behind it while the municips
council controls it. Seeing that the Goveru
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ment find the money, why should not the
Government control the esplanade?

11r. A.NGELO: It appears the Government
have to find mousy for repairs to this work.
Some years ago we had f oreshore troubles in
Carnarvon, a lot of damage being caused by
flood waters. The Government made it clear
to us that they would not effect the repairs
unless we found part of the money, and so
the people of Carnarvon had to raise f2,000,
on which they are paying interest and sink-
ing fund to-day. If smnall municipalities
have to do that, why should a rich muni-
cipality like Fremntle not be called upon
to do0 the same?

Hon. W. C. Anigwin: The hon. member is
overlooking the fact that these repairs are to
protect the railway.

Mr. ANGrELO: Well, it is wrongly item-
ised.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, the railway runs
between the road and the sea.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister says that
only £750 is to be spent, leaving £E2,750 un-
spent. H1ow long will this remain unspent?

The MIINISTER" FOR WORKS: There is
difficulty just new in getting explosives, and
therefore we do not expect to spend more
than £750 for the time being.

Item, Maintenance of jetty tramways in
the North-West, £2,150:

Mr., PICKERING: In the preceding and
subsequent items provision is niade for dif-
ferent tramnways on jetties in the North-West,
yet we find this general item of £E2,160. The
Estimates provide £C1,000 for the Onslow
jetty, £1,300 for the roint Sampson jetty7
£500 for Port liedland, and £510 for Car-
narvon, while no provision whatever is made
for the maintenance of jetties in the South-
west.

The MTINISTER FOR WORKS: We can-
not get out of expending motney on the jetties
of the North-West. We must have these
jetties in good repair so that our State boats
can ulse them. I have already explained that
the jetties tip there suffer considerably from
the toredo.

Rion. W. 0. Angwin: And from fire.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye;, and

politicians and God knows what else besides.
New piles have been riddled by the toredo
in twelve months and have had to be
repIlced. As for jetties in the South-West,
if the Bus-selton jetty were extended-a little
further, it would reach Africa. In. any easle,
that jetty, is under, not my control, but the
control of the Minister for Railways.

Item, Margaret River-Flinder 's Bay rail-
way-wages and working expenses, £500:

Mr. O'LOGHUEN: I should like to know
the Government' policy in regard to this
railway authorised by Parliament mi-ay
years ago. It is farcical to have. such an-
thorisation without making any attempt to
build the railway.

The Minister for Works: I think there is
an objection to the proposed route.

Mr. 0 'LOGULEN: Even if there is a dif-
ference of opinion on that score it should not
serve to hold up the work. What is going
to be done to link up this white elephant
with our existing systemf No revenue can
be derived from 'it until the connection is
made. This railway from Busseltue, to Mar-
garet River has been authorised for seven
years and the settlers have been buoyed up
'by thle prospect of its construction. The
Government are always promising to develop
the South-West in order that it may have
a chance of redeeming itself. There are,
localities there which will justify public ex-
penditure on a big scale, The area about
to he served is not of uniform quality but
a pronlise is a promise. Are the Gov era-
meKnt going to redeem the promise they have
nindel Much of the Agricultural Depart-
nient's money has been suiik in this part of
the, Sthtte, and yet nothing has been done
to develop it since thle construction Of the
railway wes agreed to.

The Minister for 'Works: There has been
sonic clearing done.

Mr. Johnston: When there has been an
election comning on.

M-r. 01'IOGHLEN: At election time a
clearing gang is sent out, and the farmer
is deluded into thinking that something is
going to be dlone. Time Government will
hare to make a start with this railway dur-
ing the next 12 months. Several other rail-
ways which have been sanctioned have been
built, but this particular railway, although
it has been sanctioned, is still held up. The
settlers in this area, have not a. fighting
chanico of niaking good under presenit condi-
tions.

The MiNISTER. FOR WORKS: The pres-
ent G ove rfnen t have made no promise to
build this railway. The suim of £500 is set
dlown fur wages and working expenses. We
do get a revenue from this railway. The
caretaker runs a motor trolley up and down,
and weo have Just had constricted at the
State Im1plenment Works a special lorry
capiable of carrying two tons of fish at a
time. I cannot give the lion. member the
policy of the Governmient in regard to this
railway. The niatter is being taken in to
consideration on the Loan Bill, which is now
in, thle care of the Treasurer. Until that
considleration is given to the niatter I can
have nothing to say upon1 it Myself.

Mr. PICKERING: This item' in the past
Was spent for a trolley which wns capalei
of Carrying half a ton of produce to the sea
coast. People 'who had two or three tons
of produce to remove founid that they had
to make so niany trips that they could not
get their prodnce to the coast in time to
catch the ship that might be there to take
it away. The railway has been promised to
MY constituents for niany years and some
of my constituents have lived in the district
for half a century. I fully apfreciate the
area in thme South-West suitabl .e for settle-
meat. There is a very large area, but not
Such an area as stated by the Premier. I
trust that in future lion, members will re-
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fraiti from condemning me in respect of my
supposed views on the South-West or my
supposed views on the route of this railway.

Mr. SMITH: The Minister hus said that
a motor trolley has been constructed for the
purpose of* conveying the limited traffic
available iii the district here concerned. I
have always advocated motor train& on spur
railways, -and therefore I am interested in
knowing how the experient progresses, par-
ticularly from the point of view of revenue
and expenditure and as to the ability of the
motor train to serve the needs of thle dis-
trict.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not hav-
ing the papers here because 1 did not expect
to be asked the question, 1 am not able to
say what the revenue is exactly. I believe
it is about £500. The trolley 'was tried at
the State Implement Works, and except adi
the score of noise the trial was satisfactory,
the trolley travelling at about 25 miles per
hour. The State Sawmills run a motor train
from Big Brook to Jarnarlup for passengers
and goods. They use a trolley which can
convey about 16 passengers and about two
tons of goods, and the running is very satis-
factory. The revenue is considerably mnore
than the cost. In any case, the running of
the motor trolley represents a considerable
saving, because it obviates the need of a
train for the sake of a few passengers and
a few parcels. I think the Railway Depart-
muent will find it to their advantage to have
something similar on their country lines.
Motor ambulances of this kind should be
placed at country stations for the convey-
anice of accident cases.

Item, - Education Department bulildings,
£8,'00:

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: A couple of years ago
efflee premises 'were leased by the Education
Department because they had no prop~er
otfflec necommodation. Has the Minister ar-
ranged for the vacation of those rented
premnises?

The Minister for Works: I hope to have
those premises vacated by Christmas.

Tilm, - Narrogin Hospital, -enevations andI
inprovennts, £315:

Hfon. W. C. ANOWIN: Rave the Narro-
gin people been asked to subscribe to this
work? The people of Fremaintle recently
had to guiarantee £1,000 before similar work
Was unetknthere.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am surprised that
the hunirnitarian feelings of the member for
'North-East Fremantle have 'lot prevented
lhim from attacking this particular item.
There arc two private hospitals in Nnrrogin,
and all the local people of any nmcans are
compelled to make use of those private hos-
pitals, the Narrogin publie hospital being
mainly filled with people from outlying dis-
tricts. The small adiditions for which this
itcn, provides hare been rendered necessary
by the influenza outbreak. Had the member
for North-East Fremamntle seen the splendid
body of local women who went into the Nar-
rogia public hospital to carry enl the work
for several weeks when nll the nurses except

one were stricken down with influenza, he
would not. have cast reflections onl the people
of Narrogin.

Thle .M1NISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for North-East Fremnantle knows
just as iveli as I do that these items are pot
forward by other departments, whose rea-
sonls for doing so are no concern of the
Public Works Department. I know nothing
about thle Narrogin hospital in particular,
but I know that hospitals throughout the
country have had a great deal of extra work
ttrown upon them by the influenza outbreak,

Heon. W. C, ANOWIN: Help of the kind
referred to by the member for Williams-
Narrogin flas been given ini every town in
thle State.

3'r. Johnston: But the infuenza outbreak
was mere severe at Narrogin than elsewhere,
in proportion to population.

I-Ion. W. C. ANUWIN: I think the out-
hreoak was most severe in Fremnantle. Why
should Narrogin get more assistance tban
any other town? As a matter of tact the
residents of Nar-gin, one of thle most
flourishing towns in the Groat Southern dis-
trict, repudiate any responsibility for con-
tributing to the Narrogin Public Hospital,
saying "Leot the outside districts contri-
bute.''

Item, Oeraldton. residency, re-roofing, etc.,
£500:

IMr. SMITH: This item seenis to be very
heavy-. It should be enough almost to re-
build the place.

The Minister for Works: A. lot of struc-
tural alterations are necessary.

Hon. P. Coller: Then the item is not cor-
rectly described.

Mr. WILLCOOK: The residency was built
40 or 50 years ago. Consisting of 17 or 18
rooms, it stands alongside the beach, and the
action of the sat air and water has made the
roof leak. At the present cost of free, the
estimate is reasoabhle. The public buildings
in Germldton were roofedl with shingles at
a cost of £900, because iron was too dear.
These repairs are absolutely necessary.

Item, Shark Bay school, renovations and
repairs, £125:

Mr. PICKERING: How is it that such a
remote place can get attention and other
places under the purview of officers of the
department, and equally in need of repairs,
are not noticed? The public buildings at
Busselton are absolutely neglected.

Roil. P. Collier: Why pick Shark Bay?
Mr. PILCKERtNG: Because the member

rep resenting it is here to defend it.
The MIrNISTER FOR WORKS: AlM the

Items with which we hlave been dealing duir-
ing the last half hour come under my pur-
view whe~n E am told to do the work. I do
not ask the Minister for Education how he
caine to deal with Shark Bay and neglect
Bussel ton. We are the mechanics of the
family, and as mechanics we carry ourselves
Well.
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Mr. U 'LOSHILEN: The Minister has told
us he is obliged to do the work when he gets
instructions. My only charge is that he slows
down on the job. He shows, remarkable ex-
pedlition with regard to many of the activi-
ties of his department, but the iustructions.
of the Education Department are often held
up for an. inordinately long time.

The Minister for Works: At times we have
to call for tenders.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: A school in the bush
was urgentiy required. There were about 30
children and there was no possibility of get-
ting the department to move. They were
building up a file bigger than the school,
and the youngsters for eight or nine months
had no tuition at all.

The Premie r: We shall see that it does not
happen again.

Mr. 0 'IOGHELEN: I hope the Minister with
his business acumen and aggressive spirit
will deal with such matters more expedi-
tiously.

The Minister for Works: 'What is the
school?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: The Jarrahdale Bush
Landing, hut the same thing applies right
through the timber areas. When a school
has to be removed or constructed, the child-
ren are often kept an inordinately long time
without instruction. They are not getting
the advantages of city children, owing to the
circumlocution of the Pnblic Works Depart-
ment.

The Minister for Works: If I had the file,
you would apologise to the Works Depart-
ment at once.

Mr. 0 'LOGHILEN: No, it is an absolute fact.
A difficulty arose between Millar 'a, who were
asked to do some of the work, and the. de-
partment, who bad tenders in band ' I want
the Works Department to get onr to these
jobs quickly.

The Minister for Works: After this ses-
sion, we shall have a bit of a, rest.

Mr. 0 'LOGELEN: The Minister is trying
to rush through his Estimates.

The Minister for Works: I knew Jarreli-
dale before you.

Mr. 0 IL0GHLEN: Yes, the Minister shot
the widow's pigs down there. The tinie to
attend to the children of school-going age is
when their minds are plastic and receptive.
Will the Minister give his asasurance that-

The Minister for Works; Yes, with both
hands.

Mr. O'LOGIEN: The Minister will do
anything to get his Estimates through. This
is the only opportunity we have to point out
the maladministration of his department.

The Minister for Wbrkii: I have three tele-
phones.

Mr. 0 'LOGHfLEN: Yes, and when one
rings up there is such a. buzzing that one is
nearly driven mad. I do not know if the
typists use the telephones to make appoint-
ments to go out. If the Minister will speed
uip and not adopt I.W.W. tactics, I shall be
satisfied.

Item, Crawley estate and camping area,
mainteunance, wages a"d minor work;, includ-
ing road approach, £80:

Hon. P. COLLIER: All this is to be pro-
vided for fi809

M r. 0 'Loghica: No one but the Minis-
ter could do it for the money.

lion. P. COLLIER: This is probably the
most popular holiday resort in and around
the city but, with the crowds of visitors dur-
lug the summer months, the smaller trees
are being broken down and destroyed. It
will be only a few yearn when the point will
be entirely useless as a holiday resort for
children, owing to the lark 'of shade. The
Minister should at once get to work and plant
trees of rapid growth to provide shade for
the people who will flock there in the years
to come. The 'Works Department have taken
over the -responsibility of maintaining this
park, and should see that shade is provided.
The trees can be obtained from the Woods
anid Forests Departmet free of cost, and
an expenditure of a few pounds only would
be necessary to pay for planting them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
look into the matter and, if it lies within my
province, I shafl endeavour to get the trees
planted during next winter.

Item, Geraldtomr public bnildings, re-roof-
ing, £6177:

Mr. SMITH: There seems to have been
a tornado at (ieraldton. Last year £629 was
spent for this same work.

Mr. Willek: That is the balance; the
work has been spread over two ycars.

Item, Grants in aid, agricultural halls,
mechanics' institutes, etc., £1,000:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No scun was provided
last year. I take it this amount is intended
to redeemr past promises and not to 'revive
the vote.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Certain
promises were made before the war. All the
conditions laid down by the Government had
been fulfilled and, in some cases, it was
proved to the satisfaction of tire Works De-
partment that authority for the payment of
the subsidy had been made. It has beeni the
unfortunate duty of the Minister for Works
to hold over these accounts until this year,
whben the Treasurer thought he woild try to
finid enough to fnlfil the old promises. Later
applications have been filed in the order in
which they have been received and, when
funds become available, the necessary in-
forumation -will be at the dlisposal of the
Minister to enable him to act fairly and
justly.

'Mr. O'LOGHTLEN: I have no fault to
flod with the Government for curtailing this
grant. Under stress of financial circum-
stances they have held over these amounts
to agricultural halls and mechanics' insti-
tutes. I should like a promise from the
Minister that past promises will be redeemed.
A hall was built near Collie, and five out of
the seven members of the conmmittee went to
the Front and the other two were summoned
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for the balance of about £50. This was
held over, but there wvas a promise from the
late Treasurer that the aniount' would be
made available. The thenx Treasurer gave
me ain assurance that lie would pay the £50,
but lie was obliged to go to Melbourne, and
lie and his colleagues it will he remembered
,cooled their heels over there for two or three
moonths. Unfortunately, the clay before the
Treasurer Nvent away to Melbourne hie for-
got to approve of the payment of the £50,
but he has sinces written a letter to the de-
pa' tiet stating that hie had agreed to pro-
vie the suit.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If a
Minister of a previous Government makes a
promise it is incumbent upon tihe Minister
who follows [hill, to honour that promise. I
w1ill do so.

MAr. JOHNSTON: With regard to these
halls, in a large number of localities people
who are not able to get grants, build the
balls themselves and guarantee the money.
Amn I to understand, in the event of grants
being revived, that in localities where peo-
ple dlid not build halls for themselves, those
localities will receive attention in preference
to others wherein the residents themselves
guaranteed the money I The people who
helped themselves in my opinion are deserv-
ing of first consideration.

Mr. PICKERING: A promise "'as made
by the member for North-East Fremantle
whoa he was Minister for Works that the
Coped hail would receive some consideration.

The Minister for Works: The Capel hall
has had more money spent on it than any
other place.

Mr. Angwin: You were lucky if you got a
promise from me.

Mr. PICKERING: If the Minister for
Works will, as hie states, honour promises
made by Ministers who have gone before
hinm, the payment of the amount which was
promised for the (lapel hall should also be
made.

Mr. G1RIFFITHS: Ia regard to those
places where settlement of returned soldiers
is taking place, has any arrangement been
made to provide halls for recreation or for
other p)urpoSss I made an application to
the anthorities but that application was re-
fused, and I was asked to bring the matter
under the notice of the Minister when the
vote was being considered. I would like to
knowv whether anything can be done in the
way of providing halls where soldier settle-
meats exist.

A Scene.

The Minister for Works: There is no vote
out of which money can be provided for the
purpose asked by the hon. member. With
regard to the request of the member for
Sussex, I can only say that lie lacks decency.

Mr. Pickering: I ask that the Minister
withdraw that expression.

The Minister for Works: I shall not with-
draw it.I

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, I
ask that the Minister withdraw that expres-
sion, that [ lacked decency.

The Minister for Works: I shall not wvith-
dr-aw.

Mr. Chairman: When anx hon. member
requests that hin expression to Nhic, lie takes
exception should be withdrawn, the member
using that expression, on being asked to with-
draw it shoul d do so.

The Minister for Works: I shall not wvith-
draw.

Her,. P1. Collier: The Minister must obey
the Chair.

The Chairman: The wvord ''indecency''
was used by the Minister for Works towards
the member for Sussex. Did the Minister
for Works refer to the hon. member person-
ally, or in what sense did he use the expres-
ional

The Minlisiter for Works: In a Piekwickian
sense.

The Chairman: At any rate, it is alto-
guther anl unparliamentary expression.

Mr. Pickering: I insist upon the expres-
sioji being withdrawn. The Minister for
Works made no comment in regard to other
lion, members when tme3) preferred a request
similar to mine, and I ask that I he treated
by the Minister with similar courtesy.

The Minister for Works: 1 shall not wvith-
draw.

Hon. T. Walker: The usual practice is
tint if an hoin. niember uses language to
which objection is taken, language which
is indecorous or offensive, the Chair-
man asks for a withdrawal. If the member
who uses that langage refuses to withdraw,
the Chairman's course is to report the mat-
ter to the Hlouse. There can be no exception,
because the member who uses offensive lan-
guage occupies a distinguished position in
the House. It is your duty Mr. Chairman
to insist upon the words being withdrawn.

The Chairman: Other bon. members called
attention to the fact that certain promises
had been made with regard to wants in
their electorates and the member for Sussex
risng, as lie thought he wa" justified in
doing, drew the attention of the Minister
to a want in his own particular electorate.
It was not fair on the part of the Minister
to have singled him out and described his
request as an act of indecency. The memn-
her for Sussex has taken exception to the
use of that word and the Minister must
withdraw it.

.The Minister for Works: I made use of
the expression ''lack of decency'' in regard
to the member for Sussex and that is my
opinion of him as, an individual. I do not
see that I am called upon to withdraw.

The Ch~airnman: The member for Sussex has
taken exception to the words, and it is the
rule of the House that when an hon. member
calls attention to what he thinks is an offen-
sive expression used towards himself, the
member using that expression ,must with-
draw. I ask the Minister for Works to
kindly withdraw that expression. Other
hon. members preferred requests similar to
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that mentioned by thse member for Sussex
and the 'Minister did not use such an ex-
pression to them. He singled out the menu-
ber for Sussx. Therefore the Minister for
Works must withdraw.

The Minister for Works: I did not single
him out. I merely said that he showed lack
of decency. I hold that opinion now.

Mr. Pickering: Surely the Minister is not
entitled to aggravate the offence by repeat-
ig the expression.

Hon. T. Walker: It is altogether out of
order to discuss this matter. If the Minister
does hot withdraw the expression he must
withdraw from the Chamjber.

TIhe Minister for Works: Tine miember for
Sussex was most offensive in his manner and
muost offensive in his words.

Tine Chairman: I would call attention to
Standing Order 73 which reads-

Mr. Speaker, or the Chairman, shall
order ,nembers whose conduct is grossly
disorderly to withdraw immpediately from
the House during the remaiinder of that
dlay's sitting, and that the Sergeant at
Arms do act on such directions as he nmay'
receive from the Chair in pursuance of
this order; but if on any occasion IAfr.
Spealer or the Chairman deems that his
powers under this Standing Order are in-
adequate he imay name such member or
members in pursumance of Standing Order
72, or lie zmay call upon the House to ad-
jiuge upon thne conduct of such member or
members; provided always that members
who are ordered to withdraw under this
Standing Order or who are suspended from
the service of the Rouse under the Stand-
ing Order No. 72 shall withdraw fromt the
precincts of the House.

I ask the Minister for Works once more to
kindly withdraw the expression, to which the
member for Sussex has taken exception.
That will get over the difficulty. Otherwise
I Fhall have no option but to proceed on the
lines laid down by the Standing Orer.

The Minister for Works: The mebe for
Sussex, in my opinion, was offensive in his
meaner and offensive in his language, and
I used words which I honestly believed to
be justified. I applied the expression ''lack
of decency'' to him. If I have to withdraw
so that the business of the House may pro-
ceed, I will do so.

Geon. P. Collier: I suggest, Mr. Chairmn,
that you uo louger permnit the Minister for
Works, just because he is a Minister, to
browbeat you and lion, members. He has
been called uploni to withdraw on five coca-
sions, and on each, instead of withdrawing,
hie has repeated the offencee. The member
for Sussex is entitled to the protection of
the Chair. It must be evident to you Mr.
Chairman, that the Minister for Works wvas
out of order in making use of sit offensive
expression, and if hie is out of order, the
member who makes a complaint is entitled
to the protection of the Chair. The Minister
f~or Works should net be permitted to brow-
beat the House and to repeat whnat has been
judged to he an offence. Unless the Min-

ister withdraws yon must take the usual
course of reporting the matter to the House.

The Chairman: I ask the Minister to
withdraw unreservedly and not comment on
what lie thought the member for Sussex
meant. Will the Minister withdraw unre-
servedly?

Tine Minister for Works: I will not.
The Chairman: I must ask the Minister

for Works to leave the Chamber.
The Minister for Works: If I have to do

that-Good day.

[Thme Msinister for Works retired from
the Chamber.]

The Chairman: So long as I am in the
Chair, I will carry out the rules of the
House.

Debate resumed.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of the Min-
ister for Works.

Colonial Secretary's Department (Hon. P.
T. prone, Minister).

Vote-Office of Colonial Secretary,
£9,858:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T1. Broun-Beverlncy) [9.3]: This year the
Colonial Secretary's department excludes the
Medical, Health, Homes, etc., and Police
Departments. thme expenditure for last year
exceeded the vote by £17,096. The revenue
collected was in excess of the estimate by
£:9,276, the net amount the Treasury had
to provide in addition to the vote being
£7,820. The current year's estimate shows
an incrense on last year's expenditure of
£3,455, and it is expected there will be a
decrease in the revenue, as compared with
the previous year's receipts, of £2,198, nmak-
ing a total net increase of £.5,653. The die-
partimnts in which the expenditure has ap-
preciably increased are oaels, due princi-
pally to the proposed reclassification of the
disciplinary staff, amounting to £2,719;
Lunacy, increased number of inmates in the
asylum, together with increased .salaries,
£5,522; State Children and outdoor relief,
increase of outdoor relief item and increase
of Is. per week to foster mothers, totalling
£:3,193. The decrease in the revenue as come-
pared with the actunml revenue of last year
is made uip of the following non-recuirring
itenis:-Re1ad office adjustment, £800; Abor-
igines, sale of ''Venus,'' £690; Gods, main-
tenanee of military prisoners, £286; Har-
bour and Light, hire of " Penguin"' by the
Comumonwealth-, 1230; or a total of £2,006.
Increases on ether items reduce the nett de-
crease to the figure stted. The Aborigines
Department shows a decrease of £ 7,179),
made up of receipts, £.4,964, and a propor-
tion of the salaries payable by the Fisheries
Department and an actual saving in the con-
tingencies item of £:2,267, less an increase
of £52 which I wvill explain when dealing
with the items, making a nett saving of
£7,179. Jt may he said that we are making
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reductions at the cost of the natives. That
is not so. They are being provided as usual,
and, in fact, are infinitely better off than
they were in days gone by. The manufac-
ture of clothing by the natives of the Car-
rolup River station has beea successfully
carried on and it is estimated that there is
a saving of 50 per cent, in the cost of cloth-
ing made. In submitting the Estimates of
the Aborigines Department for the ensuing
financial year, I desire to point out that the
total amount required to be provided by
Parliament is much less than that of pre-
vious years. A substantial sum is now re-
ceived from the Moola Bulla station and
from fees charged for the right to employ
aborigines. The reduction in the estimated
expenditure for the year is largely due to
the settlements at the Carrolup and Moore
Rivers, the abolition of the lock hospitals
in the North and the reductions of subsidies
to the missions. The closing of the mission
home at Victoria Park and the transfer of
the natives to the Carrolup River settlement,
and the fact that our own settlements are
now receiving children wrho otherwise would
have to go to missions, is responsible for
the subsidy in that direction being largely
reduced. In the Fisheries Department there
is a nett decrease of £1,055. The staff is
numerically the same as that employed dur-
ing 1918, and there are no increases pro-
vided in this year's Estimates other than
those for annual increments. A certain sum
has been set apart on the Estimates for the
''Penguin.'' This is to provide the altera-
tions necessary before the Fisheries Depart-
ment take over the boat for the extension of
the fishing industry. This work is now in
hand and it is hoped shortly to have the
vessel ready, so that the fishing grounds
may be explored to the end that a substan-
tial fish supply shall be provided right
through the State.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: Has the boat been
transferred from the Harbour and Light
Department to the Fisheries Department?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, she
is only taken over for this purpose for, per-
haps, eight or nine months. Afterwards, if
she is required by the Harbour and Light
Department, she will be handed back.
In the Friendly Societies and Regis-
try branches there is a net increase
of £522, due to increases in salaries.
Last year the Estimates of the Colonial Sec-
retry's Department included, in addition to
the bend office, the following departments:
rmmigration and Messengers ' Exchange,
Friendly Societies and Registry, State La-
bour 13m-eaij, Observatory, and Public Gar-
dens. This year these sub-departments are
all shown in separate divisions. lIn the
Gauls Department there is a net increase of
£2,719. The number of gaols is the same as
last year, namely 16 common gaols and eight
police ganls. The increase is due to an
amount being provided for the reclassifica-
tion of warders' and gaolers' salaries to
bring them into line with those of the Police
Department. In the Harbour and Light De-

partment there is an estimated decrease of
9830 in the revenue. The harbour dues show
only a slight increase as compared with the
actual figures for 1918-19. The shipping
strike in the Eastern States during the first
portion of the current year meant a large
loss of revenue owving to all interstate ship-
ping being held up. Similarly the jetty re-
ceipts were affected by the strike, as for
sonmc time only the Singapore vessels were
trading to the North-West ports. The esti-
mated miscellaneous receipts in this depart-
ment are £1,632 less than those for last year.
This is clue to the fact that during the first
six months of the year the earnings of the
''Penguin'' from the Navy amounted to
£900, and[ there was also received £E1,000
from the Yamnpi Sound Mining Co. to meet
half the expenses of the vessel's trip to lay
moorings near Koolan Island. There will be
noD receipts, from those sources during this
year. It is difficult to estimate the harbour
dues and jetty receipts these times, on se-
count of the volume of trade ftkietuating.
To the Lunacy Department there is an in-
crease of £5,522. Each year there is an in-
crease of very nearly this amount. The esti-
emated expenditure is arrived at by taking the
actual cost per patient for the year and mul-
tiplying it by the number of patients which
it is estimated will be resident there during
the year. It is estimated that, on an aver-
age, the patients this year will number 1,173,
which at last year's cost, n.amely £57 lot.,
will equal £67,462. The numbeP of patients
discharged during the year was 38 and the
admissions 165, or 51 fewer than last year.
The contingencies expenditure is expected to
ho considerably higher than last year owing
to the high cost of nmeat, coal, and other comn-
mnodities. An amount has been added to
cover these expected increases. ror instance,
coal has been increased by 2s. 7d. per ton.
On the salaries estimates provision has been
made for various increases to the staff and
also for automatic increases to the nurses
and additional attendants, including an ad-
ditional titter and gardener. An amnount of
£,500 has also been placed on the Estimates
to cover leave that has accrued to officers on
active service, of whomn there are still 25 to
return. Ina the State Children Department
there is a net increase of £8,193. This seems
to be a very small amount, and no doubt it
will have to be considerably increased dur-
ing the year. We arc in hopes that we cal,
get downi to this limit, but I am afraid we
shall not be able to do so. The functions of
this department embrace aid to orphanages,
giants to industrial schools, maintenance of
children boarded out with foster-mnothers,
payments to women on whom children are
dependent, and dut-door relief. Each appli-
cation is dealt with on its merits and the
maximum amount is not always paid. The
select committee appointed by the House to
inquire into the working of this department
will shortly produce their report, which, no
doubt, will be interesting. Suitable accomu-
inodation wvill shortly be provided for the
staff and for the children's court. This is
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very badly needed and when the seconunoda-
tion is provided there will be sufficient room
for the court and for the staff.

Ronl. W. C. Angwin: Where are you shift-
ing to?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To the
old Lithographic Department building in
Hay-street. Alterations will shortly be made
f or the necessary accommodation. We are now
looking around also for a suitable site for a
receiving home to accommodate 30 infants.
As I said when speaking to the motion for
the appointment of a select committee, the
place we have at present is absolutely unfit
and anl amount has been allocated on the
Estimates to carry out this work. I do not
know that there is anything further to say
at this juncture. I have at hand all the in-
formation lion, members can require when
going through the items, and I will do my
best to answer their questions.

Ron. T. WALKER (Sanowna) [9.44]: 1
regret that the hour is so late. The sub-
jects deat with by the Minister are of so
great importance that they deserve consider-
able timie in discussion. I think we might do
well to spend the whole of anl evening dis-
cussing generally the principles covered by
the hion. member's offices. Such 4i'estions as
gaols, the Lunacy Department, and thbe State
Children Department practically deal with
the whole of the abnormal psychology of
society. -1 do not know anything which in-
terests people-the most advanced philoso-
phiers of our day-and is of a more import-
tnt and far-reaching nature and more conl-
nected with the upbuilding of the people,
titan these subjects covered by the adminlis-
tration of the Colonial Secretary. And yet
I venture to say that it is the most neglected
branch of Government that we have. it
seems to me that anything will do in this
department. In the most perfunctory way
the administrationl passes on fronm day to
day as if it were merely the winding up of
the dlock and allowing it to run down. There
is no spirit of investigation, no spirit of in-
qniry, and no apparent desire to keep uip to
date or abreast with the movements of the
world in this respect. The Colonial Secre-
tary has to administer a department which
deals with the ills of the mind and, may 1
say, the ills of the souls of men, and yet he
apparently is absolutely indifferent to the
importance of this gigantic task. I say ap-
parently indifferent, because mnatters. have
cumie under my observation of quite recent
date to show the utter inertness of this de-
partment, its insensibility to the responsi-
bilities imposed upon it by Acts of Parlia-
ment, and thme declarations of this assembly.
Let us take for instance the Inebriates'
Homne.

lion. WV. C. Angwini: Where is it?
[Mr. Piesse took the Chair.]

Hon. T. WALKER: I want to know. We
have an Act upon our statute-book providing
for the treatment of those who have become
victims of a species of lunncy in consequence
of their indulgence in alcohol, and being

victims of alcoholic poison. Solemnly we
have placed upon the statute that Act and
have handed it over to the administration of
the Colonial Secretary..

The Colonial Secretary: The Act has been
in force a long time.

Hon. TV. WALKER: The Act while the
Labour Government were in office was put
into operation.

The Colonial Secretary: They sent these
people to the Whitby Falls.

Hon. T. WALKER: I grant that they
were sent there for treatment.

The Colonial Secretary: But I understand
it was not suitable.

Hon. T. 'WALKER: What steps have
been taken since! As many steps as could
be taken were taken by the Scaddan Govern-
mneat more or less as experiments. In these
experiments we had the aid of a man who
knew something of that with which lie was
dealing. I refer to Dr. Montgomery,

Hon. NV. C. Angwin: Whitby is a nice
place. I was there yesterday.

Hon. T. WALKER: Properly carried out
with symupathetic managemrent, which aimed
at the accomplishment of a duty imposed by
the Act, that place would be suitable, but
since the Lahour Government went out of
office it has never had one iota of sympathy.
I have heard of old decrepit, acrve-brokea
women being sentenced to gaol for their
htu ndredth often ce of drunkenness.

The Colonial Secretary: I hope you are
not blaming me for that.

Hon. T. WALKER: I blame the Colonial
Secretary in part because he is administering
that Act.

The Colonial Secretary: I have not-been
there for any length of time.

Hon. T. WALKER: I blame him and his
predecessor,- but of course do not put the
whole blame on him. His officers from the
highest down to the lowest are to blamne for
their apathetic administration of this Act,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Dr. Montgomery was
one of the greatest men in Australia

Hon. TV. WALKER: He could be trusted
in his treatment of any mental infirmity,
whether produced or induced by drunkenness
or any other cause, but unfortunately hie has
not been succeeded by a man of like standard
and] quality.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the trouble.
Ron. T. WALKER: I have known of men

having been brought up for drunkenness be-
cause the police had some grievance against
them. They were immediately sentenced to
three weeks' imprisonment for drunkenness,
and while they were stepping out of the
dock the police preferred another charge
against them of habitual drunkenness, and
they were sentenced to a further six months'
imprisonment for habitual drunkenness, that
isg for drunkenness which rendered titemi
helpless and unable to control themselves be-
cause they were suffering front a form of in-
sanity. ,Here we are sending a man to gaol
as a criminal for something for which lie
cannot be held responsible for a moment. I
know some who make a jest of it in this
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House to-night, who might well go under the
treatment themselves. Is that the way we
are going to administer the Acts, that are
brought in as a recognition of the advanced
thought upon these subjects by the leading
physicians of the world? Are they for ever
to be dead letters? No heed is taken by
the Magistracy, and there is scarcely oiio
magistrate in Western Australia but will
still look upon drunkenness as a crime.

The Attorneyr General: The Attorney Gen-
eral cannot dictate to a police magistrate
in any sentence that may be imposed.

Hon. T. WALKER: lie cannot dictate idi
that matter, but he can review a sentence,
and if it is Dot in accordance with the law
he can draw the attention of the magistrate
to it. When outrageous things like this were
committed in mny term of office in violation
of the law I deemed it my paramount ditty
to circularise tlhe magistrates upon it. It is
the ditty of the Colonial Secretary to ad-
minister the Act committed to him for that
purpose. Tt is inhuman to neglect this Act,
and yet callously we sit stilt and allow these
heavy w-eights, these nightmares, to rest upon
the whole community. It is not the only
thing. We passed %with a great flourish of
trumpets in this House not long ago a Bill
to amnend the Criminal Code, by which we
provided for the indeterminate sentences,'
and we moreover made provision for re-
formatories for those who were not crimin-
als, but who had by some mental or moral
defect got themselves into trouble, but who
could he so humneily treated that there
was a chance for them in life again without
any serious stain resting upon their char-
acter. That Act is upon the statute-book
and was recently passed by this Parliament.
I knew of the caue of a inan who was sen-
tenced to such a reformatory. lie was a
returned soldier, and had sustained an in.
jury to his brain by shrapnel at Pozieres.
The bone had been removed from his brain
and anothar piece of bone grafted on, but
this htad become dlead. In such circumn-
stances this rnfortunate mnan was liable to
fits and Jacksonian epilepsy, and in one of
these fits he committed what would other-
wise have been adjudged to be manslaughter.
He was no more responsible fat' this than a
fever patient is -responsible for his delir-ium.
The Judge taking advantage of the law this
Parliament had passed sentenced himn to a
reformatory for special treatment at THis
Majesty's pleasure. flow is hie treated? Hein treated as a criminal. Hie is sent to the
F'remantle goal. lie is kept there. He is
not under proper treatment, and yet dlays
and weeks pass and there is no ap-
parent urgency at all about his ease. We
cannot pass a lame dog in the street with-
out having some kind of pity for it. But
in the case of a human being, one whose
injuries have been occasioned while he was
risking his life for the security of our
homes, we treat him as if he were a cii-
inal and house him in our gals. Where is
our humanity? What makes it worse is
that in this Parliament we passed a Bill to

specially deal with those men whose brains
are injured by shell shock, or by any other
cause of mental disturbance on the battle-
field. We provided that they should
have no stigma attached to them, not
even that of being a lunatic, and that
they should be received for special mental
treatment in a special branch of our
hospital for the insane. But even that we
have forgotten. We did nothing. We are
absolutely helpless and take no care at all
of our unfortunate men. It is a department
which ought to have men at its head not
only with large experience, but some know-
ledge and[ large hearts that can sympathise,
and alertness for action, but there is no
niore dead or staler department in the whole
of the administrative departments of State
than this one. Tt makes me shudder when
I think of the possibilities. A man is
disordered by accident and yet is .treated
as if hie were a felon, callously thrown
out of the way as so much rubbish,
to be forgotten and neglected. How
callous people can be is shown by another
case-a inan who in spite of the law was
flogged. True, he got a certain remission of
sentence as compensation, but no corn-
pensation could have paid for that.
There is no humianity ii' the way we
are trating our unfortunates. Even
the deepest-dyed criminal is a product
of the civilisation that has created himn-a
by-product of the social machine. Roern-
bering that, we ought to be ashamed of our
failure to show anything like human sym-
pathy. We all detest and abhor crime, hut
it is quite a different thing when we have
to deal with those who have been brought
to their position by the v'ery laws and cus-
tonme and usages of the society of which
they are a part and a product. There is
.absolute and urgent need of action, action
without art hour's delay. When people's
lives and future are in our hands, surely we
cannot sleep calmnly in our beds while know-
ing that our conduct and activities might
relieve that suffering instantaneously, might
;)ut the sufferer on the way to relief at once.
But these people might as well be mnere alien
savages in the remnote islands of the Pacific,
unvisited by the white inan. They might as
well he animials that we loathe and detest.
They are entirely immersed in cruel isolation
fromn their fellows, neglected and forgotten.
Ministers can go about their work, draw
their emoluments, and wear the feathers of
office, so to speakt, without feeling one
change ia their emotions or pleasures. To
hlat state have we come. To-morrow nmorn-
ing not one hour should be allowed to pass
without those cruel wrongs being righted.
Isubmit that this kind of callous conduct

is the very way to make criminals by pro.
bicing contemipt for all our laws, by mak-
ing justice abhorred, by making every citizen
reel that anarchy would be preferable to
this hypocritical form of government. Action
chould be taken to-miorrow, morning, and this
man should receive treatment. And in sel-
ecting physicians to investigate the case,
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let physicians that are trustworthy be
chosen. I am sorry to have to say it, but

tcannot trust Dr. Anderson. The man I
refer to was also exanined by Dr. Blachall.
Dr. Blackalt 'a testimony was honest and
humane. But I have no confidence whatever
in Dr. Anderson.

lion. P. Collier: Neither has anybody else
who knows anything about him.

Hon. T. WALKER: I say that advisedly.
I ask that there be independent medical aid
called in, and I suggest a physician whom
the whole public can trust, a 'nan who has
beeni connected with other asylums, and who
has had charge of injuries to the head sus-
tamned upon the battlefield.

The Attorney General: Dr. Blackall has
already examined the luau, and] you know
that.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know that, but I
ask that Dr. Blackall he brought into con-
sultation for this man's treatmenut. Dr.
13ackall has told us what the illness is and
what the injuries are and what remedies are
required. He has said those things in openi
court, but not one attempt has been ,nadle
to carry out his suggestions. And yet the
Attorney General knows that these reports
have been made. True, the case is Dot in
his department; but he is a part of the
Government, and he can help to move that
lethargic part of the Government that sits
still while these wrongs are proceeding.

The Attorney Gieneral: The lion, member
is not accurate.

Hon. T. WALKER: In what am I not
accurate?9

The Attorney General: Tn most of the
hon. member's remarks.

I-on. T. WALKER: May I say that the
bon. gentleman is an Ananias9

The Attorney General: Mr. Chairman, I
think the hon. member should withdraw that
remark.

Hon. T. WALKER: A thousand with-
drawals!I

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Kanowna. must withdraw.

Hon. TF. WALKER: I do withdraw. I
want to any that the Attorney General is
very glib at uttering that a man is a liar
but cannot himself stand the retort ''You're
another!'' This thin-blooded aristocrat can-
aot stand a real punch aimed in accordance
with the rules of the game. I am stating
what is absolutely true: I am absolutely not
swerving an iota from the facts. The man
had this injury. The man in his injured
state conmmitted what we would otherwise
call manslaughter. The luan was examined
by Dr. Blackall, who stated what the injuries
were and what treatment was necessary.
And since those facts were stated in open
court, there has not been one step taken t6
have the man treated as suggested by Dr.
Riackall. That is the charge I lay against
the Government. I say nothing but inhuman
callousness can account for such conduct as
that. And it is all through the department.
If I were anxious to go on, I could show that
similar outrages-for they are nothing else

but outrages-are evident even in the asylum
(or the insane. There is need for most rig-
orous and most rigorous inquiry into all
these institutions. All of them are sympto-
nuntie of tlhe stage of civilisation which we
have reached. There is nothing marks a na-
tion 's progress "lore clearly than its care for
the inflim of ev'ery kind in the community.
The evidence we have as to the treatment of
these unfortunates, as to the neglect of the
laws of the land by those who have sworn to
administer themn, is iii itself an evidence of
the mental and moral degradation in which
thre whole of this State is now imnmersed.
We emnnt imlprison people for breaking the
laws- whent they are broken by our Colonial
Secretary aind his offcers, and even by the
Attorney General; when Ministers of the
Crown neglect to put laws into operation,
hnng them up and fling them aside, and al-
low the old order to prevail-an order super-
sedled by Acts now on the statute-book. The
1hour is late, but I should deem it an abso-
Into lack of duty if I did not draw the atten-
tion of the Committee and of the public to
the need for immediate and drasltic action
towards the regeneration of the State and
towards th~e recovery of its former position,
the loss of which is due to the apathy that
has prevailed in the Colonial Secretary's De-
particat.

Mr. :ROCKE (South Fremnantle) [10.13]:
For some reason unknown to nme, the Colonial
Secretary's Department has always been
looked upon as of a lesser degree of import-
anice thatn any other department controlled
1w a Minister. With the member for Kan-
onna (Mr. Walker) I feel that it is one of
the most important of our State departments,
dealing as it does with the lives and liberties
oft the people, and largely affecting their
welfare from other points of view. I must
admit my personal belief that the outlook
for ruany of the adults with nwhorn the Col-
onial Secretary's Department deal amounts
to something very like hopelessness, but the
children of to-day I look upon as the hope
of to-mnorrow. One of the sub-departments
controlled by the Colonial Secretary is the
State Children Department. I have said here
before, and I say again, that in my opinion
no State can do too much for its children.
We have slum children here in Perth and
also in Fremantle, wh~om environment is
going to make of them criminals and
lunatics unless the State intervenes. It
behoves any Government who look into
the future to deal with those children
in a manner wvhich will give them a
chance in life, that chance to which every
chiild born into the world is justly entitled.
The member for Kanowna, (Mr. Walker)
spoke of certain Acts which have been
passed with a view to dealing more [in-
inanely with those who have become the
victims of viciousness, or perhaps of vice,
through environment and circumstainces, and
have received upon themselves a handicap
which is very difficult for human flesh and
blood to fight against. The ho,,. menmber



1194 [ASSEMBLY.]

cited cases where soldiers have sustained
such injury in warfare that a small amount
of intoxicating liquor drives them into a
state of temporary insarnity, uinder which
they commit crime which, in their sane
moments, they would not think of. it
seeins to me that the lion. member dealt
only with the effect rather than with the
cause. If the effect of iritoxicating liquor is
so great upon these men-and we say that
the returned soldier is worthy of ever-y eon-
sideration-surely it belioves the Govern-
ment to give the people at least the right
to decide whether the liquor traffic shall be
placed under control or not. The ameoading
Act of 191]. provides some measure of local
option, but it is an inefficient measure. It
dons not go far enough. in fact it is so
inadequate that it is hardly worth while
bothering about because, even if the peo-
ple decided upon the issues which will be
placed before them, the liquor traffic would
still remain in control to work its evil in-
fluence upon this community. We have on11ly
to look around our streets and parks to see
that the rising generation is not getting a
fair chance, and we say that probably and(
most likely it is because of an inadequate
home influence but, if we go deeper and
find out what is the cause of the neglect of
parental control, in nline cases out of 10
it is drink. Thus the whole of the future
race is dependent, in a large measure, uPonl
the control of this thing.

The Colonial Secretary: You suggest pro-
hibition?9

Mr. ROOKS: No, the right of the peo-
pie to say whether they will have pruhibi-
tion. That is democratic enough. When
the Colonial Secretary was speaking of the
work the department Isad done, hie men-
tioned the suims being paid for the relief
of children. It is necessary that these child-
ren should be given relief, and it is essen-
tial they should have more than they are
receiving. It seems strange that the natural
mother should receive less than a foster
mother. I am not able to discover why.
Probably it is because of some tidea. of
departmental government--

Mr. Jones: A kink.
Mr. ROCEE: That a natural mother is

able to support her child onl less than a
foster mother.

The Colonial Secretary: The natural
mother hall several children as a rule.

Mr. ROCKE: All the more reason wh y
she should have the support of the State.

The Colonial Secretary: You can keep a
number cheaper than one.

Mr. ROCKE: If children %vere not being
born into the world, the race would very
soon become extinct butl, because a natural
mother is fulfilling the functions of her
office, she is penalised and the struggle is
made harder for her than for the foster
mother. A great amount of the expendi-
ture of this department is due to the liquor
traffic. There is no doubt about it. We
have the evidence of medical men and

judges and others who are able to speak.
We expend a large sum for the upkeep of
gaols, the police, and the Department of
Lunacy, and most of it is traceable to the
ravages made on human life by the liquor
traffic.

The Colonial Secretary: How about the
illegitimate ehildren9 How about thle
death of many good meil front influenza,
leaving their wives and families destitutei
Thosge were not due to the liquor traffic.

Mr. ROOKIE: I do not say the liquor
traffic is responsible for everything, but it
is a factor responsible for a great deal of
our public expenses.

The Colonial Secretary: To a certain ex.
tent.

Mr. Jones: No, all of it.
Mr. IROOKE: Regardinig the betterment

of humanity and the better dealing witle
people who halve become breakers of the
law, we have a reformatory provided for
people worth saving before they get too
far into crime but, as has been pointed out
by the member for Kanowia, that refornia-
tory has been placed in the F3remantle gal
where all the surroundings are criminal.
There is no attempt whatever to distin,-
guish it from any other part of the gaol.
One division, I understand, ball been set
apart, but the environment remains and
everything therein teads td drag a mail,
down and make him conscious of the posi-
tin, he is in. That consciousness of itself
is not going to reform him. If we are
going to have a reformative system, it must
be removed far from our present gaol sys-
tem and placed under the control of men
sympathetic in heart and mind, men who
understand the cause of their fellows being
lin need of the assistance the State is sup-
posed to give them. Matters are made
worse by the appointment of the superin-
tendent of the gaol to a position on the in-
determinate sentence board.

Mr. Jones: The worst man they could
have got.

Mr. ROCKE: Of all thle men iii the State,
that mail should have been thle last to be
selected for the position.

Mr. -Tones: I would not put him to look
after a dog.

Mr. RfOOKE: He is going to be his own
judge and to recommend his own wvork.

The Colonial Secretary: Oh, no!
Mr. ROCKE: I say, ohl, yes. I know that

gentleman better than the Colonial Secre-
tary knows him. He is going to make re-
gulations for himself to administer, and
say, in short, what a fine fellow he is.

Mr. Jones: And occasionally make a mnis-
take under his own regulations and flog
someone.

Mr. ROCKE: Yes, as he did in the Fre-
mantle goal a little while ago, since when
hoe has been, onl six months sick leave on full
pay. I wonder if the ordinary warder in
the gal would receive such magnanimous
treatment. I see no Teason why there
should be such distinction between
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the superintendent and an ordinary warder
in the matter of sick leave. If it is right
for the one man to have sick pay, it is right
for the other. With reference to the Fish-
eries Department, the steamship $'Penguin''
haes been fitted up as a trawler. That vessel
is absolutely useless for the purpose. I can-
not imagine any responsible man recommend-
ing that boat to be fitted up as a trawler.
She will never succeed, and the Government
mnight as well decline to spend the money.

The Colonial Secretary: What experience
have you had?

Ifr. ROCRE: I have been at sea most of
my life and I can judge what the ''Pen-
gumn" can do.

Mir. Jones: That was a nasty one!
The Colonial Secretary: You have been on

a whale boat?
Mr. ROCKE: In a breeze when any or-

dinary trawler could continue working, the
''Penguin'' will have to be in shelter aid
a very few days in the Great Australian
Bight where she is going to work-

The Colonial Secretary: No, in the north
and south.

Mr. Lutey: It will be good-bye if she gets
in a typhoon up north.

Mr. ROOKE: If she is going to work down
south she will be a failure, and I object to
money being expended in that way.

Hon. P. Collier: She is the champion boat
on the seas to roll.

Mr. ROCKE: 'While I believe the fishing
industry might be worked up to provide
lucrative employment for some of our men,'I am certain that boat will be a failure
from the stairt. The Colonial Secretary
should make further inquiries before any
additional money is spent on her. Some
little recognition is being given to the war-
tiers of the prison by bringing them into
some degree of equality with thdl police
force in the matter of pay. It is high time
the services of these men were recognised.

The Colonial Secretary: It is a wonder
you agree to that.

Mr. ROCKE: I agree to everything that
is good and just. I disagree with everything
that is unjust and, while I amn a member
of this House, I shall speak against injus-
tices inflicted by Ministers, even if the Col-
onial Secretary is the culprit. I hope better
attention will be paid to the department
controlled by the Colonial Secretary, and
that the Governments of the future will re-
cognise that it is one of the most important
departments we have. I hope that every
facility will be given to mothers to assist
them in the upbringing of their children, so
that they will be relieved in some measure
from the great strain upon them, and that
the State will take a greater responsibility
than it hass taken in the matter of helping
the children placed in an unfortunate posi-
tion. I do not say for a moment that the
State has not done good and great work.
It has done good and great work, but there
remains a greater work to be done, and I
hope the Colonial Secretary will take this
matter into consideration and do all in his

power for the rising generation in which
the hope of the future lies.

MT. JONES (Fremantle) [10.28]: 1 am
very pleased that, for the first time since I
have been a member of the House, the Col-
onial Secretary's Estimates have been in-
troduced by a Minister sitting in this House.
In the past, unfortunately, members have atot
been able to give the attention to these
most important Estimates that they deserve,
because the Minister responsible for rush-
ing them through has really known very
little about them. Consequently, we have
had to be content with rather unsatisfactory
answers, Therefore, I say it is indeed pleas-
ing that we have a Minister here instead of
one who sits in another place in charge of
this department, or, as with the Estimates
of the Minister for Mines and Railways, a
Minister who apparently sits in neither
House.

Mr. Lutey: There are very few members
present on the Government side.

Mr. JONES: I would ask "Hansard'" to
take a Dote oif the fact that there w#ere 13
members in the House when I rose to speal4,
in ease the "'West, Australian'' should
remark to-morrorr that there was
another troop out, because i3 mem-
bers cannot make a troop. The Col-
onial Secretary to my mind is in a
most unfortunate position.. He has under
his control fourteen fairly large departments
-too much for one man to mianage, and
while I am satisfied the present occupier of
the position brings to bear on it all his
youthful enthusiasm, and while .I am
quite sure we have there a gentleman
who treats every request with court-
esy, and is doing his best, I arn
satisfied that when he realises the col.
ossal task he has undertaken, he will see
that the office is really more than one man
can undertake. Unfortuinately too-and
here again I sympathise with the Colonial
Secretary-he is cursed with an under secre-
tary who has become an institution in this
State' and who will no doubt succeed, as he
has succeeded wvith every other Colonial Sec-
retary, in persuading the present holder of
the office that he--the under -secretary-is
(luite all right

The Colonial Secretary: He is a most ex-
perienced officer.

Mr. JONES: Possibly the most experi-
enced officer any Government office could
have, a tactician whose tactics would have
delighted the heart of Machiavelli himself;
a kind and courteous mn to interview, one
who can say nothing in as few words as
anyone I have ever met. Recently we have
seen in the Press comments upon the admir-
able playing by amateurs of the opera
''Mikado.'' The characters of the Mikado,
the Lord High Executioner, and particularly
Poo Blah were eulogised in the columns of
the Press. In this particular connection the
gentleman wlho plays the part of under sec-
retary to the Colonial Seretary has no need
to assume the r~le of Peok Bah-he is Poohs
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Bah, and no matter whichi of the fourteen
departments hie may control, no matter which
0110 he is interviewed about, it is9 an easy
matter for liii to place the subjeet-mnatter
of the interview onl one side. Any complaint
made in connection with the administration
of the Aborigines Departmnent is placed care-
fully on one side by the under secretary. As
Comptroller of Prisons, hie sends a minute to
himself as Under Secretary iin the Colonial
Secretary! Ds l)artmnent, and as Under Sec-
retary, hie OK's the minute which the Comp-
troller has just sent up to him. No matter
whore you go-a man may even be done to
death in the mental ward of the Perth poblic
hospital, the matter is brought under the no-
tice of the Under Secretary and hushed up.
The ramifications of this tactful and
experienced civil servant are wid-bhis
hand is seen in everything. I warn
the Colonial Secretary that he is
likely to go the way of all other Col-
onial Secretaries, that he will, if he is not
eareful, toll under the baneful spell of this
most experienced tactician who has led so
many Colonial Secretaries into the maze, anti
that he, too, will muddle along as others
have done in the poast. The Minister in in-
tl-educingt the Estimates; showed a little of
that optimism which always exudes from
his illustrious chief. I notice from the re-
ports of the Aborigines Department that
very little is said, but the part of the report
which appeals particularly to mes is the
reference to the number of natives who
have sought the assistance of the depart-
ment against their employers. Since the
inception of the Aborigines Department, the
treatment mieted out to the natives of the
State has been a standing disgfrace. The
conditions under which natives have been
permitted to work have amounted to nothing
less than slavery. An employer who) gets
hold of this form of cheap labour works it
for all he is worth, and hie pays little or
nothing for it. But it is a healthy sign of
the timnes when weofind that "Jackol'is be-
coining slightly more advanced. Numbers of
them have acquired sufficient knowledge to
enable them to seek the assistance of the die-
partment in the direction of adjusting their
claims against those people who use them as
slaves in order to make a profit, and then
offer to pay them with a pocket-knife and a
stick of tobacco instead of in hard cash
which should be theirs by right. The abo-
rigines question is one that I am satisfied
has never been tackled in a way which will
benefit the intives, except, perhaps, by the
departure which was made when the Moola
Bulla cattle station was acquired. It seems
to nue flint the policy of the department is
to let them work out their own salvation. I
have no doubt the Minister knows as well
as .1 do that the native, as soon as he comes
into closer contact with the white man,
becomes a degenerate. He acquires all the
white manl's vices, without getting too many
of the few virtues that the white man pos-
sesses. The resnlt is that, instead of having
either a good civilised. black loan, or a good

savaige, yen have neither one nor the other.
There are then the bad qualities of both
white and black, and the result is a degen-
erate specimen of humanity. The Moola
Blulla cattle station way of dealing with the
ablorigies is the only possible soletion of
the difficulty, and I am pleased to find that
this station, which was started by the Labour
Government, is now receiving recognition
from the departmnet-a recognition which
was for a long time denied to it. I hope
this policy is going to be extended and that
the department will, so far as lies in its
pl)Oer, preVent the natives from being ex-
ploited by the whites. The effect of the
aborigines working as they have done in the
past for white employers has had a deg(rad-
ig and degenerating effect. Those of us
who have been in the 1\orth-West realise
what has been the effect of keeping the na-
tives down and employing theml Without
wages. According to the report of the Pro-
tector, miany ntives have had to seek the
ssistance af the departament in the direction
of adjusting their claims against white em-
ployers. Of course lion, members will under-
stand that it is only the natives who are in
tench with the Protector and the police who
are able to make claims against their em-
ployers. These natives who arc away back
in the ](imberleys, and who 'perhaps see a
police officer, or a protector, once in 12
months, are at the mercy of the employers.
We know that the native mind is not
capable of retaining for any length
of timec exactly what has happened, so
tint there must be in the State a
great number of natives who are unable to
enlist the sympathy of the department. That
paragraph in the rerort of the department
referring to the claims of the n ati ves
against the employers, tells a wonderful
story of the injury that is being done to
the aborigines by their employers in the
varnous parts of the State. I believe, how-
ever, that the conditions to-day are much
better than they were a few years ago, but
even as they are, they are far from what
they should be, Not only can the native
still be exploited, and his labour obtained
very cheaply on the North-West stations,
but even the white man can incidentally
be induced to work for low wages because
there is a probability of him being allowed
to consort with natives who happen to be on
the same station. "Anyone knowing the con-
ditions as they exist in the North-West
know that that is so. That must have a
degenerating effect.

Hon. W. C. Angivin. called attention to
the state of the House.

Mr. JONES: Before the bells are rung
I would draw your attention, Mr. Chairman,
to the fact that when I began to talk there
were 13 members ia the Chamber and now
there ure 10.

Ron. W. C. Angwia called attention to the
State of the Hone.

Bells rung anid a quoruni formed.
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Mr. JONES: hn resuming this discussion I
wish bon. members, especially the casual visi-
tors who have just returned to the Chamber,
to understand that during the course of my re-
marks over the last quarter of an hour I
lost only three members from the Chamber.
There were 13 when I started to speak, and
10 when attention was drawn to the state
of the House. Those who have been brought
in need not remain on my account, because
I know they do not like the hard, rude,
working class views which I express. I
was dealing with the degrading effect it has
on white, and black rates alike to permit
natives to be employed at a cheap rate by
the white employers. I realise that tlho
policy of the present Government, an em-
ployers' Government, is to assist the em-
ployer of labour to get cheap labour wher-
ever possible. I am almost sorry to see that
there is a decrease in the Estimates of the
Aborigines Department, because I realise
that the native must be protected. The white
man has despoiled bin, of his hunting
grounds and forced him to kill the white
men's cattle in order that he might live.
Having dispossessed the original owners of
the country we have a heavy responsibility
to discharge, so I trust this decrease in the
departmental expendliture does lnt mean
that the natives are getting anuything less
is. the way of food and clothing than
they are entitled to. Fregret that no0 re-
port from the Fisheries Dep)artmnnt i.9 be-
fore uts. Here, at least, the Minister is
makiuig some progress. The fat that the
''Penguin'' is being fitted out is proof that
the department initends to dto something,
a,,d for this wve should lbe duly tlutnkfq, i.
Were it the policy of the Govercincont to
assist the very able chief inspector, some-
thing could] be cloan to regulate the pritke
of fish, ain important itema of the people's
food.

The Colonial Secretary: We arc trying
to do that. The fishermen have a meono-
poly at present.

[ Mr. Stubbs resumted the Chair.]

Mi. JONES: T hope the Minister will
take it in lhand. It is a crying shame that
what is probably the most chapliy produced
food commodity should lbe controlled by a
rng so callous as to throw its surplus fish
overboard rather than sell it cheaply. Only
the other day dill I discover that the weekly
fish mieal provided at the Old Men's lfome ,
Claremont, consists of tinned fish. I hople
the 'Minister will not allow the black. ,,hil-
ling iconoclastic hiand of hiso Under Secre-
tary to get in on this question of fish sup-
ply; I hope hie will deal diretly with- the
chief inspector and endeavour to break uip
this iniqnitous ring controlling fish,. Des-
pite the. Under Secretary and the Comp-
troller General a-nd the Supei-intendent,
those three terrific handicaps which the
gaols have to car-ry, I believe we

have - here the most humane prison
system in the Commonwealth. I rea-
lise that we are at least as advanced
as any other State in Australia. That does
not say that our gaold is perfect, for no gaoll
could be perfect.

This 1 know, and it were well if all could
know the sme,

'That every prison that men build is built
with bricks of sharme,

And bound with bars lest Christ should see
how men their brothers maim.

There is a tendency in all Govern-
inent institutions, whether homes or gols
or hospitals, to treat reople all on the
sme level. A person who comes under the
hospital for the insanne, or even the old
men's home, immediately becomes a thing
that is ticketed as No. 1, 2, 3, or 4. The
humant aspect of the individual is lost in the
fact that he is regarded as upon the State,
C want to avoid that. I do not wish the

Englishl wor-khouse and their gaoul system in-
troduced into Australia. As a demnocratic
country, which is more advanced than msost
other countries in the world, Australia must
realise that our gaols have to be someithing
even higher than a penitentiary. They have
to be a kind of mental hospital to which
the unfortunate miembers of society, who
hsave been found out and have not haid suf-
flict cunining to bury their tracks, asc mlany
people whco ale in high positions to-day have,

ni-c sent. These people, having been, found
out, have consequently been sent dlown to
gaol for a period. A gaol is a place at
wvlich these individuals should get that mean-
tal treatment which will either make them
la-ide not to do that sort of thing again,

or give them sufficient taning to avoid be-
ing found omut next time they dTo it. Society
does itot p uish 81 ma ili for doing wrong, but
for heing found out. The position at Fre-
mantle gaoil is to my mind a most peculiar
Ole. Du~ring the last five nmonths the war-
(lers have teen mnore contented and the gaol
has been better run, and there have been no
escapes. As far ats I can gather-and I live
next door to it-there has beens no trouble.

The -Minister for Mines: You have been
living next door to it for a long time.

Mckr. JONES: At one time there was nothing
btetween me and gaol but the Minister's
word, andl that was fragile enough.

The Minister- for Mines: Mine stands for
som ethling; yours would never keep you out.

M~r. JONES: During the last five months
things have bee,. running smoothly down
there.

The Colonial Secretary: That speaks well
for the Comptroller General.

Mr. JONES: It speaks well for the fact
thcat the superintendent has been away.

The Colonial Secretary: The superintens-
dlent is ulnder the control of the Comptroller
General.

Mr. JONES: The Comptroller General
has 153 or more departments under him. He
simply writes a minute to thle superintendent
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of the prison, and whatever the superinten-
dent or the Inspector General of the Insane,
or the Director of Aborigines, or the Chief
Harbour Master, or the Secretary for the
Labour Bureau, or the Government Atron-
omer, or the Secretary for the State Chilren
Department, or any of the other 20 or 30
bhief officials who come under his control,
say, the Comptroller General, the tweedle-
dum, and the Under Secretary, the tweedle-
dee, are prepared to back up, whether it is
a matter of a murder having been committed
in the mental ward of the Perth Public Hos-
pital, or whether it is simply a matter of
flogging a person by mistake in the Freman-
tie gold. The Under Secretary will back tip
the word of the man who is tinder him in
any particular department. It shows a won-
derful esprit de corps, and a wonderful class
consciousness, which unfortunately the work-
ern of the State have not acquired, but it is
of no use to the State or to the public. It
is a thing we can compliment him upon,
that is, in the way that he stands behind his
officers, h ut, on the other hand, whatever
happens at the gaol it is only. a matter of
the superintendent saying to the Comp-
troller General of Prisons, and the Comp-
troller General whispering to the Under
Secretary "4We will stand together."' As
far as I can gather, it appears that a few
months ago a man was admitted into the
Fremantle prison. There was an unfortu-
nate mistake, and as a result of that the
man was flogged. I stood within an ate of
getting inside that prison myself.

Mr. Tiutey: It might have been you.
Mr. JONES: Suppose I had got in and

such a mistake had been made with me.
The Minister for Mines: You would have

been wakened up.

Mr. JONES: It is all very well to laugh.
The superintendent of the gaol might have
minuted to the Comptroller General, and the
Comptroller General might have passed it on
to the Under Secretary, and the Minister
might have ordered them to offer me a pub-
lic apology, but the public apology would
have come too late. Directly the mistake
occurred the superintendent found out that
he was sick. I want an explanation as to
bpw it was the sickness, which was sup-
posed to be the result of some prisoner
knocking him down, occurred at that time.
I realise the Colonial Secretary has the
hardest row to hoe of any Minister. T know
he conscientiously looks after his depart-
ments, and I am going to do my best to help
him through his Estimates.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL-DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Received from the Legislative Council

and read a first time.

BILLS (2)-UETURNED FROM THE
COUNCTL.

1,
Act

2,

Merchant Shipping Act Application
Amendment.
Midland Railway.

House adjourned at 11.18 p.

2Leielative counci,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and rend prayers.

PAPERS-DENMARK LANDS, RE-
PRICING.

Hon. J. A. GREIG (South-East) [4.3aJ:
1 move:

That there be laid on the Table of the
House, the report of sourveyors Canning
and Lefroy on the D enmark settlement
in connection with the repricing of the
Denmark lands, together with all evi-
dence given by the settlers in this
locality before these gentlemen.

Some time ago, I asked several questions
with regard to the further surveys in the
South-West and, having received an answer
to those questions, I felt somewhat con-
cerned as to what may happen if the
settling and handling of that part of the
State is not very carefully considered. I
am asking for the papers so that members
will be able to see for themselves exactly
what has taken place and where mistakes
have been made, so that those mistakes
may be rectified and remedied. I under-
stand the leader of the House is quite
agreeable to the papers being laid on the
Table.

Question put and passed.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2).

Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Eon. H1. P. Colebatch-East). [4.35]: 1
move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
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